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P R E F A c E 
TO THIS EDITION. 


HE following treatiſe took its riſe, 
from the deſire of a worthy friend 
of the author , who expreſſed to him, an 
earneſt wiſh, to ſee the ſubje& handled in 
| plain and conciſe manner; the argu- 
ment brought into a ſhort compaſs, and 
ns free as poſlible, from thoſe polemical 
forms, under which, it had been uſually 
treated. 

It firſt 3 in two diſtinct courſes 
of Letters, one of which, was publiſhed 
in 1756, the other in 1758; a ſecond edi- 
tion of both, was printed in 1766, in 
the ſame form and manner as this, which 
is now offered to the public. In Au- 
RICA, it has gone through ſeveral editi- 


ons, and has had an extenſive circulation. 
A2 


* Revs. Joſiab Thompſon, 
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Here at home it has been frequently re- 

ferred to, in ſome late publications, on the 
ſubject, with an attention and reſpect, 
due to a work of laſting merit. 

Soon after its firſt publication, one of 
the Critical Journals, beſtowed on it this 
Juſt encomium. “ This author writes 
« with candour, and in a very ſenſible 
« manner; there are no marks in his let- 
ters, of that intemperate heat, and vio- 
« lent party ſpirit, with which the wri- 
« ters in this controverſy, have frequent- 
« ly diſgraced both themſelves and their 
1 ſfubject .“ 

A Prelate, of the preſent aw whoſe 
 Tiberality of mind diffuſes itſelf through, 
all his writings, in a catalogue of authors, 
proper to form the library of a clergyman, 
has aſſigned to this piece, an honourable 
place in his. liſt, by naming it with two 
capital works on the fame queſtion +. 


„ Monthly Review, for October wes. p. = 
+ See biſhop Watſon's valuable collection of The- 
ological * r. 6, 


rt. „ 


It is entitled to this diſtinction in itſelf, 
and, it may be preſumed, appeared ſo to 
the learned Prelate, on account of the 
principles, which are here applied to the 
inſtitution of baptiſm. For them, the 
world hath been long indebted, to the 
well known Mr. Joun HALES, of 
ETON. The very eminent Prelate, to 
whom the following letters are addreſſed, 
had enforced theſe principles, with reſ- 
pect to the nature and effects of the 
Lord's Supper. Very lately, they have 
been again applied to the ſame ſubject, 
with great judgment and preciſion, in an 
excellent treatiſe, written by a judic ious 
and learned divine *. | 
The Tract, now again laid before the 
public, is the only one, in which the in- 
ſtitution of Baptiſm has been treated upon 
_ theſe principles. It has been ſaid, that 
the great man, who founded on them his 
plain account of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
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An attempt to aſcertain and illuſtrate the au- 


thority, the nature and deſign, of the inſtitution of 
chriſtianity; by William Bell, D. D. 
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Supper, did diſcuſs the ſubject of baptiſm, 
on the ſame grounds. But to whatever 
cauſe it be owing, the friends of truth and 
free enquiry, have yet to regret, that the 
reſult of his diſquiſitions has not been 
publiſhed, POL 

The principles themſelves are excel- 
lent for clearneſs and preciſion—for the 
force and evidence, which they carry a- 
long with them—and for the ſimplicity of 


application : "They have, indeed, been re- 


proached as principles, which have 
been uniformly adopted, by all Socinian 
writers; „and as producing, when en- 
« forced with reſpect to the Lord's Sup- 
„ per, the favourite ſyſtem of thoſe here- 
« tics, who utterly explode the other 
« chriſtian ſacrament.” Theſe reflecti- 


ons might be worthy of regard, if the 


queſtion were, or ought to be, not whe- 
ther the principles be true, but who em- 
braces them, and acts upon them? The 


great ground of the diſapprobation, with 


which they have been by ſome rejected, 
appears to be this: © That they are ut- 
e terly inconſiſtent with the public doc- 


ee mM 


E trine and ſervices, of the eſtabliſhed 
% church *.“ But until the Church of 
England can eſtabliſh claims to infalli- 
bility, which the Church of Rome only, 
hath the arrogance explicitly to avow, this 
objection can have little weight with the 
lovers of truth and the goſpel. It ought. 
to have no weight. In every caſe of chriſ- 
tian faith or practice, the dernier reſort, 
in order to aſcertain the mind and will 
of Chriſt, muſt be, not to the doctrines 
or ſervices of any church, but to the de- 
clarations of Chriſt himſelf. | 
The Editor, therefore, cannot but ex- 
preſs his ſurpriſe, that the author of theſe 
Letters, is the only writer whohas applied 
the principles, adopted by biſhop Hoap- 
LEY, in his Plain Account of the Lord's 
Supper, to the inſtitution of baptiſm. It 
has indeed, been held out to the confi- 
deration of the judicious and ingenious 
writer who hath followed biſhop Hoa p- 
LEY ; that if he would try to explain the 
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* Dr. Bagot's (now biſhop of Norwich) Letier to 
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facrament of baptiſm, upon the Gras prin- 
ciples, by which he has explained- the 
Lord's Supper, he will find himſelf, in 

the end, at no great diſtance from the 


Heretics, who explode this inſtitution. 


« You may retain the form, perhaps, (lays 


« his reverend monitor) but muſt give up 


10 the ſubſtance, the real ſignificance and 


« benefit of .it.*?* 


Whom can ſuch 1 — 


ſuch Warning, deter from purſuing their 


enquiries, and from bringing eſtabliſhed 
forms, or prevailing opinions, to the ſtan- 


dard? Only thoſe, who either diſtruſt 
their principles, or have another intereſt 
to ſupport, beſides pure truth, 


A peculiar difficulty lies in the Way 


of freely diſcuſſing the ſubject of baptiſm, 
after this manner: A perſon, who ſuſ- 
tains the charaQer of an officiating mi- 


niſter, in any chriſtian ſociety, beſides 
that of the eſtabliſhed Church, may al- 
ter his ſentiments concerning the Lord's 
ſupper, its nature and effects, and yet 


* Dr. Bagot's letter, p. 15. . 
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conduct the devotional ſervices of that 
inſtitution, in a manner, which will not 
apparently militate againſt any commonly 
received notions. 

But the caſe, with reſpect to bean 
is different: for though all, who love 
and; ſeek truth, after a candid attention, 
may not be affected in the ſame manner, 
by the ſame train of reaſoning, yet ſhould 
the reſult of applying to that ordinance, 
the principles to which we now refer, be 
a conviction of the juſtneſs of the con- 
cluſions drawn from them, in the enſuing 
treatiſe, —the practice muſt be materially 
affected. A rite, generally received, muſt 
be exploded; great difficulties, perhaps 
diſtreſs, may be the. conſequences, of, a 
change of ſentiments, that will have ſo vi- 
ſible, and marked an influence, upon the 
future conduct. Every mind has not re- 
ſolution to meet the proſpe&. To eve- 
ry mind, queſtions concerning poſitive in- 
ſtitutions, do not appear ſo important, as 

to juſtify ſuch. a riſk. But, TRUTH is 
TRUTH, in the leaſt as well as the greats 
eſt points, It is our duty to follow it, 


( 
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leaving the event, to the God of truth, 
who will not forſake his faithful ſervants. 
The Editor felt theſe difficulties; though, 
through a generous friend, and a kind 
providence, not the diſtreſſing conſequen- 
ces of being deeply affected with that 

view of the ſubject, which the following 
pages exhibit. To his mind, the argue 
ment appeared in that clear and proper 
light, it left thoſe impreſſions, that he 

could no longer reconcile it to himſelf 

(ig to continue a practice, which very fre- 

| | - quently occurs, in the courſe of miniſte- 

4 rial duty. 

After more than twenty years; after 

. having, during that period, repeatedly di- 

6: rected his thoughts to the queſtion, he 
has not ſeen reaſon to retract the judg- 

ment which the peruſal of theſe Letters, 

| led him to form :—And though it has 

| not been without its inconveniences and 

| diſcouragements, in a worldly view; he 

1 retains, he hopes, too grateful a ſenſe 

of the goodneſs of providence, to repent 

of it, 5 
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From a convictiop of the juſtneſs and 
excellence of the principles on which this 
piece proceeds, and from an apprehen- | 
ſion, that when many occaſional pieces, 
in a controverſial ſtrain, ſhall be forgot- 
ten, theſe Letters will be a ſtandard 
book on the ſubje&; he accedes with 
great pleaſure, to the wiſhes of the au- 
thor's friends, to bring forward a new edi- 
tion of them, corrected from a copy 
which the author had reviſed. 

The Editor, cannot deny himſelf the 
gratification which this opportunity af- 
fords him, of expreſſing his eſteem and 
friendſhip for the author, with whom he 
had the happineſs of a perſonal acquaint- 
ance. EP = 

The moderation, candour and ſimplici- 
ty, ſo apparent in theſe Letters, were emi- 
nently exemplified in the mind and man- 
ners of the writer. Piety, integrity and 
benevolence, were conſpicuous, through- 
out his whole character and temper. That 
no worldly intereſt, or temptations of any 
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kind, ever, in a ſingle inſtance, overpow- 
ered theſe. virtues, is not the partial eulo- 
gium of a friend, —The Editor, is well 
aſſured, that all who knew Mr. Foot, will 
unite. their ſuffrages, to the uniform ex- 
cellence of his characte. 


( xi ) 


An Extract from a Letter of the 
Rev. Jos1an TromesoN, to 


the Evriror, dated October 
16, 1786. | 


DEAR SIR, 


| Y ous favour of the goth of Septem- 
ber, together with the Preface to the in- 
tended Edition of Mr Foot's Letters, gave 
me peculiar ſatisfaction and pleaſure. An 
intimacy with the worthy author, be- 
tween thirty and forty years, enables me 
to bear teſtmony to every tittle you have 
ſaid of him at the concluſion of the pre- 
face. The longer I knew him, the more 
I venerated, eſteemed and loved him. 
The ſimplicity of his manners, the ſweet- 
neſs of his temper, his unconfined bene- 
volence and unaffected piety, never failed 


AW 

to fill all that converſed with him (who 
were capable of feeling) with the higheſt 
admiration of his character. And to have 
my name mentioned in any connexion 


with Mr Foot's, is an honour I ſet much 


greater value upon, than to be known to 
thoſe, whoſe rank and titles make a more 
* figure i in the world. | 


The particular circumſtance. which 
gave occaſion to the publication of this 
treatiſe, was this: A gentleman, who for 
ſome years, had his doubts upon the ſub- 
ject of Baptiſm, being diſguſted with the 
perſonalities, and other matters foreign to 
the point, in writings on both ſides of the 
controverſy, applied to me to put into his 
hands a plain and conciſe view of the ar- 
gument, I was both aſhamed and con- 
cerned to be obliged to tell him, that 

among the numberleſs tracts that had 


(x ) 
| been publiſhed on the queſtion, I Knew 
not one that would anſwer his views and 
wiſhes; and therefore adviſed him to form 
his own judgment from the authentic ac- 
coutits the New Teſtament Writers fur- ' 
niſhed him with of this inſtitution. He 
did ſo; and ſome time after, at his deſire, 
I baptized him. 


This put me on thinking that a little 
treatiſe on baptiſm, in the manner of 
Hoadley's Plain Account of the Lord's 
Supper, might be of uſe, and read by per- 
fons who had neither time nor patience to 
enter into the controverſi y, as it has been 
generally managed: and as I knew no 
one ſo well qualified in every reſpe& 
as my friend Mr Foot, to undertake this - 
buſineſs, I was pretty earneſt with him; 
' aſſigning the above reaſon for my re- 
queſt; and which he ſoon after obliging - 
ly complied with. 


(/xvi ) 

1 then thought, and have ever ſince; 
been of your opinion, © That when ma- 
«©, ny occaſional pieces, in a controverſial 
«. train, ſhall be forgotten, theſe Letters 
. will be a ſtandard book on the ſubject.“ 


\ 


* 


+ 


. * T TRR 1. 


Mx Lond, 
* 1 read your Lordſhip's: 


Plain Account of the Sacrament f 


the Lord's Supper, many years ago, I could 


not-help wiſhing to ſee an account of the 
ether Sacrament drawn up in the ſame 
manner. You have certainly laid the true 
foundation of our enquiries into the po/i- 


tive inſtitutions of Chriſtianity. You dra 


your account of a Chriſtian rite from the 


. Chriſtian records; and your aſſertion 1s - 


undoubtedly true; * that all poſitive duties, 


« or duties made ſuch by inſtitution alone, 


depend entirely upon the will and de- 
« claration of the perſon who inſtitutes 


*. 
* 


« or- ordains them, with reſpect to the 
« real deſign and end of them; and, 


** conſequently, to the due manner of 
M Peforming's them.”” 


Since ho one has yet executed what has 
been ſo long wiſhed for, I ſhall make an 
ns. Ty B 5 


7 * 
w 


. Oo + 


„ 
humble attempt to follow your Lordſhip's 
example with reſpect to the ſacrament ot 
baptiſm. [ ſhall lay together all the texts 
in the New Teſtament relating to it, and 
from them alone draw the whole doctrine 
about it. And it is with great propriety 
J addreſs my enquiries on this ſubje& to 
your Lordſhip, becauſe if 1 find the truth, 
J am indebted to you for pointing out the 
ſhorteſt and 2 2 way to it. YL 


| 1 beg leave to begin with ſom - of your 
propoſitions, making the neceſſary altera- 
uon from the one ſacrament to we oth er. 


1. The receiving of baptiſm i is not 2 2 ity 
of itſelf; or a duty apparent to us from the 
nature of things ; but a duty 1 made ſuch to 
Chriſtians, by the P's inſtitution. of 


* ſus Chrift. 


II. An * png or duties made 
ſuch by in/titution alone, depend entirely 
upon the will and declaration of the perſon 
who inſtitutes or ordains them, with re- 
ſpect to the real deſign and end of them; 


0 5 
and, conſequently, to the dye manu * 
n, * RN 


III. It is AIR therefore, that the na- 
ture, the deſgn, and the due manner of re- 
ceiving baptiſm, muſt of neceſſity depend 
upon what Jeſus Cbriſt, who inſtituted ty 
hath declared about it. | 


| 1. It cannot be doubted that he him= 
ſelf ſufficiently declared to his firſt and im- 
mediate followers, the whole of what he 
deſigned ſhould be underſtood by it, or im- 


pl iedin it. 


V. It is of ſmall importance, tines 
to Chriſtians, to know what the many 
writers upon this ſubject, ſince the time 
of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, have af- 
firmed ; much leſs can it be the duty of 
Chriſtians to be guided by what any per- 
ſons, by their own authority, or from their 
own imaginations, may teach cog 
this * 5 N 
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VI. The paſſages in the New Tefla- © 
ment, which relate to this duty, and they . 


alone, are the original accounts of the na- 


ture and end of this inſtitution, and the 
only authentic declarations, upon which 
we of later ages can ſafely depend, being 

written by the immediate followers of our 
Lord thoſe who were witneſſes themſelves 
of the- inſlitution, or were inſtructed by 
thofe who were ſo, and join with them in 
delivering down one and the ſame account 
of this e * 


Vide Lordſhip will permit. me-to-men=- - 
tion an obſervation of yours, moſt worthy 
to be remembered, under this laſt propoſi- 
tion, via. A very few-years: make a 
«« great alteration in mens Notions and 
« language about ſuch points of religion. 
And the diſtance of many years makes 
* a {till greater alteration, whilſt men of 
various opinions, and ſtrong imagina- 
« tions, are continually gaing on to com- 
© ment and enlarge upon ſuch ſubjects, : 
„the New Teſtament therefore, in this 
« caſe, is alone to be depended on: from 


1 


« which we ought, with the greateſt care 


* « and honeſty, to take all our notions of 


« this duty.” 


Vour Lordſhip will be pleaſed with the 


following obſervation of Archbiſhop 770. 
L lotſon, much to the ſame purpoſe. In 


« proceſs of time, the beſt inſtitutions are 


; « apt to decline, and by inſenſible degrees 


« to ſwerve and depart from the perfec- 


tion of their firſt ſtate : and therefore it 
«is a good rule, to preſerve things from 
corruption and degeneracy, often to look 
back to the firft inſtitution, and by that 
to correct thoſe imperfections and errors 
which will almoſt unavoidably creep in 
„ with time.“ Val. 2. page 170, edit. fol. 


I ſhall now offer to your Lordſhip's pe- 


| ruſal every text of the New Te/tament, that 
ſpeaks of the ſacrament of Baptiſm. It 
will be proper firſt to ſet down thoſe which 


belong to Jobn's baptiſm. 


. — 2 — 
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" Par hols concerning Jons- fo 
baptiſm. 


1. Mat. iii. 5, 6, 7. Then went out 
to him Jeruſalem and all Judea, and all 
the region round about Fordan, and were 


baptized of him in Jordan, confeſſing their 
fins. But when he faw many of the Pha- 


riſees and Sadduces come to his baptiſm, he 


aid unto them, O generation of vipers, &c. 


2. Verſe 11. I indeed baptize you with 


water unto repentance, Se. 


3. Verſe 13, 14, I5, 16. Then eometk 
Jeſus from Galiles to Jordan unto Jahn, 


do be baptized of him. But ohn forbad 


him ſaying, I have need to be baptized of 


a * 


_ thee, and comeſt thou to me? And Feſus 
_ anſwering ſaid unto him, fuffer it to be ſo 
now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 


_ righteouſneſs. Then he ſuffered him. And 


Feſus when he was baptized went up 


ſtraightway out of the water. 


4. Mat. xxi. 25, 26, 27. The baptiſm 
of John, whence was it? From heaven, 
| Re 


„ „ 


0 


1 


or of men ? And they reaſoned with them 
ſelves, ſaying, if we ſhall ſay from heaven, 

' - he will ſay unto us, why did ye not then 

believe him? But if we ſhall ſay of men, 

we fear the people, for all hold Jobs as a 


prophet. And they anſwered Feſus,. and 


re We cannot tell, Se. 


. Mark i. £ * John did bapti xe in | 
the wilderneſs, and preach the baptiſm of 


_ repentance for the remiſſion of ſins. And 
there went out unto him all the land 9 
Fudlea, and they of Jeruſalem, and were 


all baptized of him in the river Jordan 
confeſſing their ſins. 2 


6.— Ver. 8, 9, 10. I indeed have bap- 
tized you with water. And it came to 
paſs in thoſe days, that Jeſus came from 
Nazareth of Galilze, and was baptized of 
Jobn in Jordan, and ſtraightway coming 
up out of the water, Se. 

7. Mark xi. 30. The baptiſm of Job, | 
was it from heaven or of men! 1 


8. Luke iii. 3. And he came into alt 


the country about Jordan, preaching the 
baptiſm of repentance for the remiſſion of 


multitude: that came forth to be baptized 
of him, O generation of viper 


„ 
9. Ver, 7, 8. Then ſaid he to the 


bring forth therefore fruits meet for re- 


5 pentance. 


o. Ver. 12. Then came ot Publi- 


© cans to be baptized. 


II. Ver. 16. I indeed baptize you 


with water. 


12.— Ver. 21. Now when all the peo- 


ple were baptized, it came to paſs that Je- 
| fus alſo being baptized, &c. 


13. Luke vii. 29, 30. And all the peo- 
ple that heard him, and the Publicans 


juſtified God, being baptized with the bap- 


; tiſm of Jobn. But the Phariſees and Law- 
. yers rejected the counſel of God againſt 
' eee baptized of him. 


14. Luke xx: 4. The boptifm of John, 
© W3$ it from heaven or of n men 5 
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15. John i. 25, 26. Why baptizeft thou 
then, if thou be not that Chriſt nor Elias, 
neither that prophet? Jobn anſwered them 
ſaying, I baptize with water. 


16. Ver. 28. Beyond Fordan where 
John vras ut. 


17. Ver. 31. That he ſhould be made 
manifeſt to Iſrael : therefore am 1. come 
baptixing with water. 


18.— Ver. 33. He that ſent me to bap- 
tize with water. 


19. Jen ili. 23. of 7 John alſo was 
bapti zing in- Enon, near to Salim, becauſe 
there was much water there; and they 
came and were baptized. Note, ſome. u un- 


derſtand 


[ Verſe 25. of baptiſm, then there aroſe 
a a queſtion=—about purifying.] 


20. John w. 1. The Phariſees bad 
heard chat Feſus made and boptixed more 
_ diſciples than Fobn. © . 


baptized with the baptiſm of repentance, 
ſaying unto the people, that they ſhould 
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22. John x. 40. Beyond Fordan, into 


the oak where Jobn at firſt baptized. 


22. 4% i. 5 Jobn nals boptized with 


water. 


| "21 l 22. Beginning from the W- 


wm of Tu. 


_— 24. an. 37. Alter the Japtifm which 
Fohn preached. | 


25.—Xi. 16. Jebn indeed bop tixed ich 


Water. | 


26.—xiii. 24. When Jobn had firſt 


| preached before his coming, the baptiſm of 
. repentance to all the people. 


i 27.—xviii. 25. He [ Apollos] ſpake and 
taught diligently the things of the Lord, 


ag, only the ber eg of Joon. 


28,.—xix. 3, 4. Unto: what then were 
ye baptized? And they ſaid unto John's 
baptiſm. Then ſaid” Paul, Fobn verily 


%% 


and all men come to him— 


| (in) 
delieve on him which ſhould come after 
dim, chat is, on Chrift *. 


Paſſiges of Scripture concerning C unis 's 


Baptiſm. 
1. Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore 


and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the FT: Ghoſt. | 


2. Mark xvi. 15,16. And * ſaid unto 
them, go ye into all the world, and preach 
the goſpet to every creature; he that be- 


heveth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved. 


3. John iii. 5. Except a man be born of 


water and of the ſpirit, &c. 


4 Ver. 22. After theſe things came 
Feſus and his diſciples into the land of 


Judea; and there he tarried with them 


and bapti re. 


F. Ver. 26. Behold the ſame eto, 


E 

6. —iv. 1. 2. When therefore the Lord 
knew how the phariſees had heard, that 
Jeſus made and baptized more diſciples 


than Jobn (though Jeſus himſelf baptized 
not, but his diſciples. ) 


7. Ads ii. 38. Then Peter ſaid unto 
them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 

remiſſion of ſins, and ye ſhall receive the 
gift of the OT Ghoſt. 


8. Acts ii. 41. Then they that gladly 
received his word were baptized. | 


Ft o. viii. 12, 13. But when they be- 
1 lieved Philip, preaching the things con- 
| cerning the kingdom of God, and the name 
of Feſus Chril,theywere baptized, both men 
1 and women. Then Simon himſelf believed 
alſo; and when he was baptizid, Se. 


4 WIE y : 
* ao#7 » Þ <0” * * S 
* — 14 - , . . A. 
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” 10. over. 16 Only they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Teſus. 


1. Ver. 36, 37, 38, 39. And as they 
went on their way they came unto a cer- 


Cy” 
tain water. And the Eunuch ſaid, See, 
here is water, what doth hinder me to be 
baptized? And Philip ſaid, if thou be- 

lieveſt with all thine heart thou may'ſt. 
And he anſwered and ſaid, I believe. that 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, And he 
commanded the chariot to ſtand ſtill, And 
they went down both into the water, both 
Philip and the Eunuch, and he baptized 


him. And when they were come up out 
of the water, 9 


132.—ix. 18. And [Saul] ole '® and was 
e 


3 *. 47, 48. Can any man forbid 
water, that theſe ſhould not be baptized, 
which haye received the Holy Ghoſt as 
well as we? And he commanded them to 
be baptized in the name of the Lord. 


14. Acts xvi. 15. And when ſhe [Lydia] 
was i oh and her benen, 


. 5.— Ver. 3 33. And was s baptized, be S 
[the Jaylor] and all his irgightwaye FR 


1 14. ): 


\ 


15. —Xviii. 8. And many of the Corins . 
#hians hearing, believed, and were * | 
41240. f 


17. —Xix. 5. When they heard this, 
they [who had before been baptized into 
Fobn's baptiſm] were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Feſus. | 


Bogen, 16. And now ds daniel 
thou ? Ariſe and be baptized, and waſb 
away thy ſins, calling ON . name of the 

Lord. | Fl Sis! 


19, Romans vi. 3, 4. Know ye not, that 
ſo many of us as were baptized into Chrift | 
Jeſus, were baptixed into his death? There- 
fore we are buried with him by baptiſm into 
death, that like as Chriſt was raiſed up 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs 
of life, 


20. 1 Corinthians i. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 
Were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 
A thank God that I baptized none of you, 
but Criſpus and Gaius: leſt any ſhould ſay, 


18. * 


that 1 had baptized i in mine own ndine. | 
5 1 baptized alſo the houfhold of Stepha- ; 

: beſides, T know not whether I bap- 
eaſe any other; for Chri/t ſent me not to 
1 but to > preach the goſpel. 


21. 1 Cor. 1 vi. 11. But ye are EY, | 


22. Bid. X11, 13. Forby one ſpirit are 
we all baptized into one body. [ Note, 


this may rather be underſtood of the bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghofl. ] ; | 


* 2 


"2 1 Cor. xv. 29. Elſe what ſhall 
they do that are baptized for the dead. 
[That is, 1 think, by baptiſm come into 
the place of thoſe Chriſtians who are dead, 

who are their ſucceſſors i in their profeſlic ION, 
and in their ſufferings. ] 


24. Gal. Ol 27. For as many of you 
as have been baptized into Chr: it, have put 
on Chriſt. 


25. Epbeſ. i iv. U 5. One bapti im. 


26. bid. v. 26. That he might ſanAi- 


y and cleanſe it, with the POT of water, 
by the word, | 


0 i -. 
27. Colaſſ. ii. 12. Buried with him in 
baptiſm,:;wherein alſo. you are: riſen with ,, 


28. THe. iis $: According to his mercy 


he ſaved us, by the waſhing. of xj 4 
ion, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 


29. Hebrews vi. 2. The JoArine 1 
baptiſins. ¶ Note, it is not certain, this 
has any reference to Chriſtian baptiſm. See. 
Peirce in loc.] | | 
30.—x. 22, Our bodies weſhed with 
pure water. | | 


31. 1 Peter iii, 21. The like figure 
vrhere - unto, even baptiſm, doth: alſo now 
ſave, us (not the putting away the filth. of 
the fleſh; but the anſwer of a good con- 
ſcience towards God) by the reſurrection,” 


Oc. | * 


Beſides the foregoing, there are theſe: 
following texts, which ſome good expoſi- 
tors underſtand e vs 


it} 
i 7 Peter * 9. And 'hath forgotten, ; 
1 that he was purged from his old 1 


: . 
„ 
Hb. vi. 4. Thoſe who were once enlight- 
.ened. Heb. x. 32. In which after ye were 
illuminated. 


'Theſe are, I believe, all the texts in he 
New Teſtament, that relate either to the 
baptiſm of Fohn, or of Chriſt. 


The obſervations I have to offer from 


them, ſhall be reſerved to ſome following 
letters. 


am, my Lord, | 
| Your Lordſhip” s mol Mais 


humble 8 


EC "LETTER 


Ld 


I ET TE R II. 
My Los, | 
ill a are ſome opinions in Theo- 
| | logy ſo entirely ſpeculative, that a man, 
il | who has a juſt value for time, would ſcarce- 
IH ly think himſelf juftified in ſpending a day 
1 to examine which are right, and which 
| wrong. The ſubject before us is not of 
11 this ſort: it is entirely of a practical na- 
jj} ture, and comes into practice daily, It 


\ 

a 

| 

; therefore becomes us to look well to our 
1 rule, to what our Saviour and his immedi- 

: 

i 


ate followers have declared about this duty; 
1 becauſe (as your Lordſhip well obſerves) 
1 « we can have no other direction in this 

| « fort of duties, unleſs we will have re- 
« courle to mere invention, which makes 
« them our own inſtitutions, and not the 
« inſtitutions of theſe who firſt appointed 
„them.“ Plain Acc. p. 3. 


— 


In the foregoing letter, it appears, there 
are about threeſcore texts of ſcripture, which 
ſpeak of the inſtitution of baptiſm ; partly 
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69 
perceive as practiſed by Jahn, and partly by 


the Apoſtles and Difciples of Feſus Chrift - 


Paſſages abundantly ſufficient to inform us 
of the nature, deſign, and manner of this 
ſacrament, 


1 beg leave firſt to lay before your Lord- 
ſhip an enquiry into the manner of this rite, 
or what the New Tęſlament means by the 
action of baptining. 


| n of the New Teflament make 
uſe of two words, garrige and avw which 
lead us to the preciſe meaning of baptiſm, 
the latter of which is almoſt the conſtant 
word of the Septuagint in thoſe very nume- 
rous places where bathing, or waſhing the 
whole body is commanded, in contradiſtinc- 
tion to every other practice of waſhing 
the hands or feet, or ſprinkling or waſh-' 
ing of cloaths. Avorras vari, occurs no 
leſs than eleven times in one chapter, 
where bathing the body is appointed 
on ſundry occaſions, as a diſtindt rite. 
ax waſhing the hands, or garments, 
c. 1 


82 


„ 2 
22 ͤ . wt. are nA; 


ing, or walking the tobele body; it fol- 


| : We have 4 remarkable paſſhge in the 


f. 420 3 


The Evangeliſts and Apoſtles did, as Dr. 
Prideaux, the moſt learned Foſeph Made, 
and others obſerve, * all quote from the 
Greek of the Old Teflament. Prid. Connect. 
vol. II. page 47, edit. 3. Medes Works, 
p- 625. Since therefore Werra van, 
uſed times without number in the Old 
Teſtament, never imports. leſs than | bath- 


lows, bapti/m means the ſame, when it 
is expreſſed by our body waſhed with purt 


water. [ Gr. xo 76 S vdr xavgs | 
Heb. x. 22. 


caſe of Naaman the Syrian's cure of a les 


We thvft erplein the phraſeolsgy of the Apofties 
4 by that of Moſes, and the proplicts, The Greek of 
4 thee Septuegint verſion, which was commonly fead 'by 
*© thoſe eus who lived in foreign countries; and ſpoke 
the Greet language, will ſerve to ſhew us, what words 
«in the Hebrew correſpond to the Greek words, which 
« the Apoſtles uſed, For the Apoſtles uſed the Helleai- 
« Nic Ortel, into which the Old Teſtament is tranflited, 
and which the. Few in their diſptifions commonly 
read.“ Taylor's Key to the Apoſtolic Writings, p- 
115, edit, 2, 


1 
proſy. Eliſha commands him to go and 
. waſh [avoa] in Jordan ſeven times; the 


very practice appointed for cleanſing a 
leper, and which, without controverſy, 


means waſhing the whole body, in diſtinction 
; from all other rites of ſprinkling, pouring, Sc. 
What is done by the leper in confequence 
of this command? He went down and dip- 
: ped himſelf | :Canriouro] ſeven times in 
6 Fordan, according to the ſaying of the 
F man of God. 2 Kings v. 14. What was 
: the ſaying of the man of G Iafh 

[bathe] even times. Ile did as he was 

commanded, Viz. he dipped himſelſ ſeven 
e times; the ſtrict tranſlation of the Hebrew 
2 word v; J and ſo rendered in every place, 
without one excception, where the word 
occurs in the Old Te/tament. From which 
word the Fews call John the Baptiſt 2920 
the dipper. Grot, in Mat. xiv. 2. 


It falls out, my Lord, very remarkably, 
that the only tive words which the Greek of 
the Old Teſtament makes uſe of to expreſs 
the rite of waſhing the whole body, as diſ- 
tin from all other rites of ſprinkling, 


03. 


| 
| 
| 


( 22 ) 
pouring, waſhing the hands and ſeet; 
both theſe words, and only theſe, are made- 
uſe of in the Greek of the New Teftoment, 
to ſpeciſy and determine, with preciſſon, the 
action of baptizing. So that if the Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles had, on purpoſe, 
fought words which ſhould preci ſely expreſs 
a bathing the whole body, and prevent all in- 


quiry whether they meant nothing ort of 


it; they could nat poſſibly have met with 
two fitter words than à⁹ and Banritu. 
Bamro would hardly have done ſo well, 
becauſe, borrowing their Greek from the 
Old Teſtament, this laſt word is never uſed. 
there to expreſs the rite of waſhing or 
dipping a perſon's whole body. Let any 
learned perſon try to find out two better 
words, if he had a mind to expreſs a wa/h- 
ing of the whole body. The queſtion is not, 
whether /prinklzng was a ceremony of puri- 
fication. No one doubts it: but whether 
ſprinkling is therite of baptiſm? Whoeveris 
acquainted with the Greeł of the Old Tefta- 
ment,whence, as has been obſerved,theEvan- 


geliſts and Apoſtles took their language, may. 


| ® The New Teſtament has alſo its compound are Reh 
A, xii, 16. 3 Cor, vi. 11 


B 
perceive that ſprinkling and baptiſm are as 
diſtinct rites, as are the actions of baptiſm, 
and the prieſt's putting oil upon the tip of 
the right ear, and the thumb of the right 
hand, and upon the great toe of the right, 
foot. Both which ceremonies of baptiſm, 
and ſuch application of oil, were uſed in 
cleanſing a leper. Lev. xiv. 


And here your Lordſhip will permit me 
to obſerve, we run into a great milake and 
confuſion of language, when we talk of 
ſprinkling and immerſcon as different modes 
of the ſame thing. Miedern cuſtom has re- 
conciled us to this abuſe of language ; ſo 
that we do not [tumble at the inconſiſtency, 
when we call ſprinkling bapti/m. But he 

that ſhall confine himſelf unto the ideas 
_ conveyed by feripture-language, will per- 
_ ceive that to call ſprinkling a mode of bap- 
tiſm, is to call ſprinkling a mode of bathing 
or of waſhing the body in water. Tis to 
confound two rites entirely as diſtin, as 
were waſhing the body, and ſhaving off the 
bair, in the purification of a leper. Accord- 
ingly the Chriſtian church, the whole Chriſ 

C4 


( 24 ) 
tian Church, for thirteen hundred years fuc- 
ceſſively from the time of the Apoſtles, un- 
derſtood by baptiſm immerſ/on, and ſo prac- 
tiſed ; ſprinkling being only permitted upon 


extraordinary occaſions. Vid. Whitby's note 
on Romans vi. 4. 


' Your Lordſhip [Plain Account, page 
150.] obſerving, at leaſt quoting Dr. 
Clarke as obſerving, that Baptiſm is ſtiled 
a being buried with Chriſt and riſing with 
him again, remarks, © this expreſſion made 
Hufe of by St. Paul, with relation to bap- 
tiſn, is taken from the cuſtom of immer- 
ion in the firſt days, and from that par- 
« ticular manner of Baptixing proſelytes, 
by which they were firſt covered with 
water, and in a ſtate as it were of death 
and inactivity, and then aroſe out of it 
into a ſort of new ſtate of life and action. 
« And if baptiſm had been then performed, 
* as it is now amongſt us, we ſhould ne- 
ver have ſo much as heard of this form of 
*« expreſſion, of dying and ar ing again, in 

« this rite,” vo 


TT 


By this your Lordſhip authorizes me ta 
ſay, that in the fir/? days, Baptiſm was not 
performed as it is now amongſt us. No, 
my. Lord, it is now amongſt us changed 
into another thing : not into a different mode” 
of the ſame rite ; but into another and diffe- 
rent rite. The firſt days ſay, that baptiſm: 
was immer ſion. And whatever was truly 
« neceſſary at firſt towards a right under- 
« ſtanding of this in/itution, was without 
« doubt contained in the firſt and earlieſt 
accounts; otherwiſe it muſt be ſaid, that 
the very fir/{Chriſtians, who were called 
upon to perform this duty, and who- 
* actually did perform it very freguenily, 
« were not fully inſtructed by the Apoſtles 
in it.“ Plain Account, page 7. 


According to the firſt and earlieft ac- 
counts, that is, according to“ the only 
e authentic declarations, upon which we of 
« latter ages can ſafely depend; [ Plain 
« Account, page 7.] When an Apoſtle 
ſaid, I baptize thee in the name of the 
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( 26 ) 

Father, e. He meant, I zmmerge,, 
plunge, dip * thee in the name, &c. This 
your Lordſhip knows was the cuſtom in 
the fir/? days: ſo that when our Lord 
and Saviour ſent forth the Apoſtles with 
this commiſſion, Go teach all nations, Bap - 
tizing them: He meant immerge them. And 
ſo the Apoſtles actually underſtood him, for 
ſo they practiſed. And “ if Baptiſm had 
been then performed as it is now amongſt 
* us, we ſhould never have ſo much as 
heard of this form of expreſlion, of dying 

« and ariſing again in this rite.” But 
the diſtance of many years has made a 
great alteration in mens language about 
« this point, joining together in one word 


The ancient Britiſh words, by which the ordinance 
of Baptiſm Was expreſſed, ſignified Plunging. or dipping. 
Wicklif rendered Barr 0% Mat. iii 6. eren Waſchen. 
The words Baptiſm and Baprive, were uſed in our pe- 
ſent verſioa in obedience to the Mandate of JIAuxs J. 
who deemed them ſacred. And the Tranſlators boaſted 
their having ovoided the ſcrupolofity of the Puritans, who, 
left the old Ecclefiaſtical words, and betook them to 
other, as when they put waſbint for Rapriſm, Rien 
Aub Hiſtory of AnTicuz1sT, p. 88, 89, the 
note, and p. 98, 99: And Bp Nzxwcoms on the Minon 


Paor uz rs, Preface, p. 35+ EDITOR, 


* 

ſbaptize] tivo, ſeveral, diflind rites, which 
the Almighty has a/ways put aſunder. And 
from whom came the e/tabli/hed change of 
the ſcriptural baptiſm into another quite dif=- 
ferent inſtitution? Let the leatned Dr. 
Wall anſwer, © it is a rule that does not 
fail in any particular that JI know of,. 
«iz. All the nations that do now, of for- 
« merly did, ſubmit to the authority of 
« the b:/hop of Rome, do ordinarily baptize- 
their infants by pouring or ſprintling. 


But all other Chriſtians in the world, 
** who never owned the Pope's. uſurped 
„% power, do, and ever did, dip their in- 
« fants in the ordinary uſe. And if we 
take the diviſion of the world from the 
« three main parts of it, all the Chriſtians 
10 in Aſia, all in Africa, and about one 
« third part of Europe, are of the laſt ſort, 
« vix. who underſtand by baptiſm immer- 
« /ion, and ſo practiſe] In which third 
« part of Europe, are comprehended the 
« Chriſtians of Gracia, Thracia, Servia, 
« Bulgaria, Walachia, Moldavia, Ruſſia, 
+ &c. and even the Muſcovites, who, if 


„„ 
« calune ſñ of the country will excuſe, might 
«plead for a diſpenſation with the moſt 
- « reaſon of any,” Hift, Inf. Baptiſm, 
part 2. page 309, &c. edit, 1. | 


| See here, my Lord, how the immer ſion 
of the fir/t days came to be caſt out, and ſet 
alide. The church of Rome, the mother 
of abominations, wha thinketh to change times 
and laws, Rev. xvii. Dan. vii. She firſt 
ſet aſide the common uſe of dipping ; and 
her example is followed by thoſe proteſtant 
churches that were once under her tyranny 
and corruption; but by none eſe. 


1 am, 


my Lord, c. 
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LETTER Ill. 


Mu Lonp, 


IN order to ſettle right notions on the 
| preſent ſubject, it cannot be too care- 

fully attended to, that, in holy ſcripture, 
ſprinkling; pouring, and Waſhing or bath- 
ing the body, are always 4:/7int7 rites, ne- 
ver confounded; or ſubſtituted one for ano- 
ther. If therefore it ſhall appear, that the 
baptiſm of ſcripture is nothing more or leſs 
than a/ding the body; not the hands, or 
feet, or face, or any other particular part; 
much leſs /priniling, which the ſcripture 
never cotiſiders as any waſhing at all, but 
a rite intirely diſtin& from every kind of 
lotion; if, I ſay, baptiſm be waſhing the body, 
it will deſerve and demand the very ſerious 
conſideration of every one who is concerned 
to obſerve this as an in/irtution of Got, 
whether, and upon What principle, we 
may lay aſide the one only baptiſm of ſcrip- 
ture, and put ano her * in the room of 
it * 


( 80.) 2 


And further, with reſpect to the practice 
of modern times (for ſprinkling is but of 
late date in Engalnd) it may deſerve alſo to 
be conſidered, whether there be in any 
part of the Bible any fuch religious cere- 
mony, as. ſprintling water on the face? If 
my reading does not deceive me, there does 
not appear in all the five books of Moſes 
any rite of ſprinkling mere water. There 
was a ſprinkling of water mixed with 
blood, and of water mixed with the aſhes. 
of an heifer ; but I think no ſuch thing 
as ſprinkling imple water. Tt is ſaid in- 
deed, Exe. xxxvi. 25. Then will I 
ſprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
ſhall be clean; alluding, it is likely, to 
ſome watery purification in the law of 
Moſes: but 1 have not been able to find 
any expolitor, who could point out any 


\ 


The practice of dipping infants in baptiſm, way 
not left off here in Exg/and, much above an hundred 
years ago, The old editions of the Common Prayer 
preſcribe only dipping, and in the preſent edition, dip“ 
ping is ſtill required, and pouring water on the child 
only permitted in caſe the ſureties certiſy that the chiid 
it weak, HATTZ T's Notes and Diſcourſes, Vol. 3. p. 


356, printed 1736. Editor. 


* 

ceremony of unmxed water, to which 
this refers. The only probable account 
1 can find is, it refers to the water of ſe- 
paration, Numb. xix. called alſo water, 
ſimply ; but this was really a compoſition 
of various ingredients, vix. the aſhes of a 
burnt heifer, cedar-wood, and hyſſop, and 
ſcarlet, all mixed with the water. And 
in this caſe the unclean perſon was not 
only to be ſprinkled with this mixture two 
ſeveral days, but, mereover, there was 
another quite diſtinct rite to be perform- 
ed, even a baptiſm, verſe 19. And the 
clean perſon ſhall ſprintle [the water of 
ſeparation] upon the unclean, on the 
third day, and on the ſeventh day. And 
on the ſeventh day he ſhall purify himfelf, 
and waſh his cloaths, and bathe himſelf in 
water. Twice ſprinkled, my Lord, and 
after that once ene. 


Waſhing the hands was a religious cere- 
mony of divine appointment; as alſowaſh- 
ing the feet. If then a clergyman ſhould 
waſh only the hands, or feet of the perſon 
to be baptized, and juſtify his practice by 
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this text, John xili..10; Feſus faith to 
vim, he that is waſhed needeth not ſave to 
waſh his feet, but is clean every whit. | 
ſubmit it to your Lordſhip's conſideration, 
whether a miniſter has not as much ſor 
more] fcriptural authority to practiſe thus, 
and ſolemnly uſe the name of the holy Tri- 
nity on this occaſton, and call it baptiſm, 
as he has to-ſprinkle the face, or, as the 
cuſtom is in Switzerland, to pour water 
on the back part of the head,“ and call 
it baptiſm. All men, I doubt not, would 
cry out againſt this clergyman, as a cor- 
rupter of the ſacrament of baptiſm. But 
why ? Not becauſe it is further removed 
from the ſcripture account of baptiſm, [viz. 
a waſhing the body with pure water] than 
our preſent practice, but ani it is a 
cuſtomary. \ 


I now beg leave to lay before your 
Lordſhip thoſe paſſages on bapti/m; the 
<ircumflanees of which afliſt in determin- 
ing the due manner of adminiſtering this 


* Biſhop Barne''s 20 Letter of his Travels, 


Hi: IP, 
mſtitution ; and, if I introduce the remarks 
of learned men on ſome of theſe paſſages ; 
J do it, not as if by their authority, be they 
ever ſo learned or numerous, the point in 
queſtion is to be decided; but, on this 
principle, viz. that it may fairly be pre- 
ſumed, a judicious and learned writer will 
not, againſt his own practice, acknowledge 
more, than what he feels himfelf confirained 


to grant, by the overbearing force and evi- 
dence of truth. 


Mar. iii. 5, 6. Then went out to him 
Frruſalem, and all Fuaea, and all the re- 


gion round about Jordan, and were bap- 
tized of * in DR | 


Verſe 16 And Jeſus when he was bap- 
tized went up ſtraightway out of the water. 


Mark i. 5. Were all baptized of him 
inthe river 0 Jordan. 
Verſe 9, 10. Jeſus was baptized in 


Jon pax: and ſtraightway coming up out 
of the water. 5 


8 
Jobn iii. 23. John was baptizing in 
non, becauſe there was much water therex. 


Adds viii. 38, 39. They went down bath 
into the water, both Philip and the Eunuch ; 


and he baptized him. And when they 
were come up out of * water. 


1 vi. 4 Buried with Nm by 3 
tiſm. 

In the Greek, vdara wo, many waters. which 
ſome, either not knowing, or not attending to the He- 
brew idiom, have fancied does not oblige us to unJerftand 
of much or a large quantity of water, Where#s v9%T& 
ona is only the Hebraiſm 227 tg. Now the 
figgular number of this Hebrew ſubſtantive being ot 
uſed, therefore the Greek verfien i is ſometimes vb Was 
ter, ſometimes yJara waters, though the Hebrew ſtands 
_ the ſame. An example or two will ſuffice, in- 

* numbers which might eaſily be produced. 
| pron SH. Whenl ſhall bring up the deep upon 
thee, and 2 waters. [Greet vdop o,] ſhall cover 
thee, Pſalm Ixxvii. 19. Thy way is in the ſes, and 
thy path. i in the great waters [ Greek ve W NN. 
So that it is quite indifferent, whether you expre's. mech 
water by udp WoAv, or vd πν) ]- · So the lame 
river, in the ſame n is v9 up, water, and da rq, 
—_— Jeſb. tits 


— 


. | 
| 2 Cor. vi 11. Yeare waſhed [ ande- 
cache. ] Note, Azw is the word conſtantly 
uſed [except once Barre in thoſe very 
numerous places of the Old Tefament, 


where bathing the perſon is commanded, as 
a diftintt _ from all others of ſprink- 


ling, pouring, &c. 


_ Epbeſ. v. 26. That he might cleanſe it 
[the chro] with the waſhing of water 
{To A&Tfw | * 


Colt ii. 12. Buried with him in bap- 
tiſm, wherein alſo you are riſen with him. 


ö Heb. Xx. 22. Our waſhed with b 
pure water. [NN]. 


Every circumſtance, of chuſi ing a river 
to baptize 1 in, of going down inte, the wa- 


D 2 — 


„ The Author in his corrected copy has here re- 
ferred to Xenophon de Cyri Inſtitutione cura Hutchinſon. 
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( 3) 
ter, and coming up out of the water, both 
the baptizer and the baptized ; and the al- 
luſions to a burial and riſing again; and 
of ſingling out a place proper for baptiſm, 
for this only reaſon, becauſe there was much 
water there: all, theſe eircumſtances are 
quite 28 and natural to the cuſtom of 
immer ſion. But it is hard to account for 
the mentioning or pertinence of them up- 
on any other interpretation of baptiſm, 


# 


According to the cuſtom of our day, 
my Lord, a ſingle baſon of water will ſuf- 
fice for a great multitude. And if the 
inſtitution may be ſatisfied this way, to 
what purpoſe were the multitudes obliged ' 
to leave their cities and towns for the 
fake of coming at a river? What reaſon 
is there in chuſing a place becauſe there is 
much waier, if much water were not ne- 
ceſſary? There is not a town, or village, 
but would equally well have ſerved for the 


place of baprizing, according to modern 
cuſtom. 


The Greek Au been on Feſus 
coming up out of the water of Jordan af- 


By 
ter his baptiſm, Mat. iii. 16. that © he 
% who aſcended out of the water mult 
** firſt deſcend down into it. Baptiſm 
therefore is to be performed, not by 
1 ſprinkling but by waſhing the body And 
indeed, ſays Dr. 1/hitby in loc.“ it can 
„only be from ignorance of the Jewiſh 
« rites in baptiſm, that this is gueſtioned; 
for they, to the due performance of this 
« rite, fo ſuperſtitiouſly required the im- 
mer ſion of the whole body, that if any dirt 
ghindered the water from coming to any 
part of it, the baptiſm was not right; 
« and if one held the baptized perſon by 
© the arm when he was let down into the 
water, another muſt after dip him, 


holding him by the other arm that was 


„% waſhed before, becaufe his hand would 
not ſuffer the water to come to his 
„ whole body.” 


Mr. Baxter, in his Paraphraſe on the 
New Tęſſament, [one of the laſt books he 
publiſhed, in a good old age, when the 
heat of controverſy may be ſuppoſed well 
over] obferves on Mat. iii. 6. We 
grant that * then was by waſhing © 
3 | 


( 38 ) 
« the whole-body; and did not the differ 
«ence of our cold country, as to that hot 
one, teach us to remember [I will 


1 have mercy and not I] it ſhould 
« be fo here.“. 


1 he ſame writer thus paraphraſes Rom. 
vi. 4. Therefore in our baptiſm we 
« are dipped under the water, as ſignifying 
« we are dead and buried to fin.” Again 


«« Coloff. ji. 12. is thus paraphraſed by 
him, They [your ſts]. are dead and 


« buried with him, for ſo your baptiſm 
« ſignifieth, in which you are put under 
c the water, to ſignify and profeſs that 
&« your old man is dead and buried, &c.” 
Once more, on 1 Peter iii. 21. When 
«we are raiſed to holineſs by his Spi- 
« rit, as we riſe out of the water in bap- | 
£6 tifm, e. 


But why, it may be afked, ſo particu- 

lar with Mr. Baxter? For the ſake, my 
Lord, of the Pædobaptiſt diſſenters, if theſe 
letters ſhould fall into their hands, that 
they may ſee the opinion [as to what was 

» ſcriptural baptiſm] of a man juſtly held in 


0: 38) 

high eſteem amongſt them. The excuſe 

of him and many others, for laying aſide 
the ſcripture-baptiſm, confe effed to be the 
ſcripture-baptiſm, and for ſubſtituting in 

the room of it another rite, intirely an- 
other tite, ſhall be conſidered i in the next 
letter, 


m Lord, c. 
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LETTER IV. 


My Lonp, 


1 Am afraid, your Lordſhip, by this 


time, begins to think me zedious. You 
do not want all this labour of proof, that 
the /cripture-baptiſm is immerſion. You 
know it: you own it: you bear witneſs 
publickly, before all the world, that bap- 
tiſm as now performed arzongſt us, is 
NOT KNOWN in the New Teffament, the 


: repolitory of the only authentic declara- 


tions concerning this duty; for “ if bap- 
tiſm had been THEN performed as it is 
* NOW amongſt us, we ſhould never haue 
« fo much as heard of this form of ex- 
« preſſion, of dying and ariſing again in 
« this rite. Plain account, p. 150. 


My Lord, I preſume not the attempt 
of informing you ; but beg you will allow 
me the favour to ſtand up before you, an 
equitable and molt capable judge, as a 
pleader in ſupport of a matter of TRUTH 


6G 
and RIGHT almoſt entirely caſt out from 
our part of the world. 


I ſay, a matter of truth and rig ht, al- 
moſt intirely caſt out from eur part of 
the world. For, thanks be to God, in 
other parts there are {till millions, amongſt 
whom the New Tezflament rite, that is, the 
divine rite of immerſion, is (till preſerved. 
The vaſt Ruſſian empire hold it faſt, and 
all other Churches, who never ſubmitted 
to the tyranny of the Church of Roms. 
But to return, I would defire any man, 


capable of the enquiry, to conſider with 
meekneſs and candour theſe two Things: 
| Firſt, whether the Greet, of the New Te- 
lament, be not borrowed from the Sep- 
tuagint, the Greek of the Old Tęſtament.“ 


If the caſe be ſo, then let it be conſi- 
dered, ſecondly, whether it were poſſible 
for the New Teſtament writers to chooſe out 
from all the Greek of the Ola Teſlament 

Note, That St. Paul, even to the Hebrezos, quoted 


from the kx. is proved in ſundry examples by biſhap 
_ Pearſon in his learned preface to the Septuagintg, _ 
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two words that can mare preciſely, and de. 
terminately [if fo determinately] expreſs 
and ſpecify that one particular ceremony 
of waſhing the whole body, as diſtin 
from all other purifications and waſhings, 
than the two words they have actually 
chofen, viz. gar, and Avw, to which 
bans its compound aroxuw } 


It has been already tech that Barro 
would fcarce have done ſo well, it being 
not uſed in the Septuagint in any one 
place, I believe, where the very frequent 
ceremony of waſhing the whole body oc- 
curs. But ſuppoſing baptiſm were ex- 
preſſed in ſcripture by Barre, a word 
which undoubtedly means dipping, if any 
word in the Greek tongue can mean it; 
yet, my Lord, a man diſpoſed rather to 

hide and ſhun truth than embrace it, 

might find ways and means to get hiſt 
even of this word; thus — He reads it 

Dan. iv. 33. That Nebuchadnezzar w 
driven from man, and did eat grafs 4 

cken, and his body was wet with W \ 

dew of © heaven, He reads the ſamng 


(43) 

again, chap. v. ver. 21. But how is 
this in the Greet of thoſe paſſages? It 
is thus: ae Ty; Nees Ty di To ο,0 
a0 EBA OH. [dipt]! Now we all know, 
that a perſon is wet with dew, not 
by immerfion into it, but by its diſtilla- 
tion in gentle drops, we are ſprinkled 
by it. Hence, in ſcripture and common 
language, drop as the dew, and drops 
of dew. A clear proof, that amre fig. 
nifies to ſprinkle. And thus my Lord, 
there is no word, whoſe literal, ſtrict and 
proper meaning may not be evaded, when- 
ever an alluſive and metaphorical ſenſe can 
be found. Its /iteral ſenſe, even where 
there is no poſſible room for figure, may 
be thrown afide, and the figurative im- 
port brought in, whenever it is convenient 
o ſerve an hypotheſis. And ſo I have 
nown it actually fare with the offspring 
df Barr, vi x. garrigo, particularly i in T 
orinth. x. 2. Aud were all baptized unte 
ofes in the cloud, and 1 in the ea. 


What every ſchool-boy, capableof * 
ng into his lexicon» knows to be the ſtrict 
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literal meaning of che word, is ſet aſide, 
where it occurs only in its /iteral i import 
by the help of a few circumſtances in 
mere figure and alluſion; thus, the cloud, 
which hung over the children of 1/rael, is 
a watery ſubſtance, ſprinkling its water 
in drops. The ſea, which was as 4 wall 


ec unto them on the right hand and on the 


« left; by the force of the ſtrong wind 
« which blew, ſent forth a great ſpray or 
« fprinkling. So they were pfentiful) 
% ſprinkled by the cloud above, and by the 
-«« waters on each Me. 


| But 2 man of plain ſenſe, not think 
ing of this cloud or pillar of fre, drop- 
ping down walter; but of opinion, witl 
your Lordſhip, that the baptiſm of ſcrij 
ture is immerſion, would be apt to can 


his thoughts no farther than to app 
| hend, here is an alluſion to the cuſton 


of immerſion; the Iſraelites being as 
were covered by the cloud over, and tl 
waters on each fide of them. Or as Gn 
tius, on the place, expreſſes. it, „ Th 


e cloud was over their bead : fo alſo is ti 


. 
« water ever the bead of thoſe who are 
« baptized. The ſea encompaſſed their 
« ſides: fo alſo does the water encompaſs 
„ thoſe who are baptized.” Nubes im- 
« pendebat illorum capiti : Sic & agua its 
« qui baptizantur. Mare circumdabat 
W's corum latera: Sic & agua eos qui bapti- 
« zantur.” | 


We who are ſo little uſed to waſh- 
ing the whole body in a religious way, 
are apt to wonder, where, and how, ſuch 
prodigious numbers, as are mentioned in 


accommodated if they were immerged in 
rater? But my Lord, it needs only to 


iſm lay in a country, where immer /ion 
as quite familiar, and muft, by the very 
ws of their religion, come into daily 


hen the wonder. will ceaſe. For, as bi- 
op Patrick obſerves, © there are ſo 
many waſhings preſcribed [in the law 
of Moſes] that it is reaſonable to be- 
lieve, there were not only at Feruſalem, 


the New Teſtament tobe baptized, could be 


de conſidered, the principal ſcene of bap- 


iſe through all parts of the land; and 


( 46 ). 


«« and all other cities, but in every villag. 
4 ſeveral bathing places contrived for theſe 
« legal purifications, that men might, 
-« without much labour, be capable to 
* fulfil theſe PIPE. * Comment on 1 Lev, 
Av. 12. | 


1 come now, my Lord, to as was 


promiſed i in the laſt letter, zz. to conſider 
the excuſe of thoſe, who, though they con- 


feſs the ſeriptural baptiſm to be immer /jon, 
yet apologize for a departure from it; 
nd, of two quite different diſtin& laws 


and inſtitutions, put one in the room of 
the other. In conſequence thereof, it is 


come to that paſs, that what at firſt was 
, done but ſeldom, and in ſuppoſed caſes 6f 
urgent neceſſity, is now become the uni- 
verſal, conſtant practice; and the one'bap- 
tiſm, the acknowledged one baptiſm of ſcrip- 


ture is intirely 6 out, in favour of AN- 
OTHER RITE ; except among a hand- 


ful of people, who ſtill en the pri- 
mitive form. 


Mr. Baxter, we 158 already ſeen, . ex- 
cuſes the matter by the coldneſi of our cli 


£ * — 
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mate, Calvin, the celebrated reformer at 


Geneva, obſerves, in his expoſition of A 


viii. 38. © We ſee here what was the 


60 baptiſmal rite amonſt the ancients; for 


« they plunged the whole body in the water, 


« Now tis the cuſtom for the miniſter to 


60 ſprinkle only the body or head.” And 


he too excuſes this ſprankling ; but how. 


L cannot well recollect, haying not his 
book at hand. Biſhop Burnet, though 


he thus deſcribes the primitive baptiſm, 


5 With no other garments but what might 


« ſerve to cover nature; they at firſt laid 


« them down in the water, as a man is 
* laid in a grave, and then they ſaid 
„ theſe words, I baptize, or waſh thee, 
© in the name, &c, Then they raiſed 
« them. up again, and clean garments 
*« were put on them: from whence came 
the phraſes of. being baptized inte 
* Chriſs death, of being buried with 
Him by baptiſm inio death of our be- 

ing riſen with Chrift, and of our pur- 


ling on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of putting 


* off the ald man, and putting on the new.” 
And though he juitly obſerves, ** ſacra- 
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ments ate pofitive precepts, which are 
« to be meaſured only by the in/itution, 
* in which there is not reom left for us 
« to carry them any farther ;” yet, for- 
getting his own meaſure of the inſtitution, 
viz, the party baptized was laid down in the 
water, as a man is laid in the grave, He 
« ſays, the danger of dipping in cold cli- 
& mates may be a very good reaſon for 
6 changing the form of baptiſm to /prink- 
« ling.” FExpoſ. xxxix Artitles, pages 
226, 200, 246, Edit. 1. or p. 2 

5, 430. sib. Zi. dvo. 1746. * UP 


But, as the good Biſhop obſerves, in the 
page laſt cited, on the other ſacrament, and 
on the change made therein by the church 
of Rome, All reaſoning upon this head is 
4 an arguing ogainft the inſtitution; as it 
* Chriſt and his apoſtles had not well 
% confidered it; but that 1200 years after 
*« them, a conſequence ſhould be ob- 
& ſerved, that till then had not been 
* thought of, which made it reaſonable to 


« alter the manner of it. He who inſti- 
6 tuted it knew beſt, what was moſt fit- 


1 
« ting and moſt reaſonable; and we. 
« muſt chooſe rather to acguieſce in his 
« commands, than 1 in our own reaſonings.” 


Page 347. 


It is evident to your Lordſhip, that 
when our bleſſed Saviour ſaid unto the 
apoſtles, Go teach all nations, baptixing 
tbem, they underſtood him to mean dip- 
ping. Here then 1s one only rule and law 
for all nations. No proviſion for making 
2 difference between warm climates and 
cold. Not the leaſt hint of #wwo rites, of 
which the adminiſtrator may take his 
choice, according to his own prudence and 
diſcretion 3 but there is one law, one inſti- 


id tution, for all nations upon the face of the 
A earth; Go teach and dip them. Why then 
1 BY my Lord, do we not acquieſce in this 
i command, but change it by our own 
el reaſoning ? f 

ter p 

ob- 


But I beg leave to ſay two or three 
things in particular to the plea for this 
confeſſed alteration. 


E 


( 50 ) 
Firſt, coldneſs of climate is an excuſe 
which, make the beſt of it, can ſerve but 


for ſome part of the year, and for ſome 


_ weakly conſtitutions ; and yet the practice 
of ſprinkling 1s univerſal and conſtant, in 
the hot ſeaſon as well as cold, and on the 

moſt robuſt and healthy as well as the 
weak. The reaſon offered in juſtification 
of the new way implies, that were it not 

for neceſſity, the Primitive bapti/m ſhould 
be obſerved; nevertheleſs it is not ob- 
ſerved, where no ſhadow of neceſſity is 
pretended. Such commonly is the end 
and effect of departing from our rule: 
Human nature falls in with what is leaſt 


troubleſome. We firſt plead a neceſſitj 


of relaxing 1 in certain caſes; theſe caſes 


continually multiply in favour of eaſe and 


indulgence, and then cuſtom carries all be- 
fore it. Dr. Wall, giving the reaſons why, 
in queen #lizabeth's reign the cuſtom of 
dipping was laid aſide, obſerves, © It be- 
« ingallowed to weak children to be bap- 
* tized by affu/ion, many fond ladies and 
* gentlewomen firſt, and then by degrees 
the common people, would obtain the 


„ 
« favour of the prieſt to have their chil 
« dren paſs for weak children, too ten. 
der to endure dipping in the water.“ 


Vol. 2. page 391. Edit. 1. 


Secondly, Immer ſion was the conſtant 
practice in this ſame cold climate for many 
hundred years (the change into ſprinkling 
as a general practice, being ſcarcely two 
hundred years old) and yet I believe no 


of ill conſequence even to infants. Take 
the affair only in a medical view, and cold 
bathing is not only ſafe, but very uſeful, 
many times, to tender babes, which made 
the late Dr. Cheyne ſay, © I cannot ſuffi- 
« ciently admire how 1t | cold bathing} 
« ſhould ever have come into fuch diſ- 
« uſe, eſpecially among Chri/tians, when 
« commanded by the greateſt lawgiver 
«© that ever was, under the direction of 
« God's holy ſpirit, to his choſen people, 
and perpetrated to us in the zmmerſjon at 
“ baptiſm by the ſame Spirit, who with 


E 2 


hiſtory can be produced of its havingbeen 


infinite wiſdom, in this, as in every 
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© thing elle, that regards the temporal 
« and eternal felicity of his creatures, 
* combines their duty with their happ;- 
« neſs.” Eſſy on Health, c. Chap. 4. 
Sect. 7. 


Thirdly, The rule [God will have mer- 
cy and not ſacrifice] may juſtly be applied 
to excuſe from baptiſm itſelf, [that is, as 
J underſtand it, from immer ſion] thoſe who 
cannot receive it without manifeſt danger; 
but, I think, will by no means juſtify a 
change, of baptiſm into another quite di fe- 
rent rite, For illuſtration fake; my Lord, 
I beg leave to mention the cafe of an old- 
teſtament rite, circumcifion. 


It wasadivineappointment, that thisrite 
ſhould be obſerved with reſpe& to every 
| Fewiſh male at eight days old. Yet during 
the Iſraelites travel through the wilderneſs, 
for the ſpace of forty years, it was omitted. 
The reaſon of which was the danger and 
3 inconvenience that muſt ariſe from 
in their travelling unſettled condition. 

7 * i Patrick and other expoſitors on Jeb 


5 
v. But ſuppoſe the Jetos, from the un- 
doubted inconvenience of circumciſing 
the part appointed, had reaſoned themſelves 
into the practice of circumciſing a Anger 
or toe, would not this have been an un- 
warrantable departure from the inſtitution 
of God? Unqueſtionably it would. Who 
required this at their hand? And eſpeci- 
ally would they be not chargeable with a 
notorious perverſion of a plain poſitive 
precept, if, from this plea of neceſſity in 
the wilderneſs, they ſhould take occaſion 
to make the change total and perpetual, 
upon all perfons, and in all times? And 
how long foever this alteration had pre- 
valled, would it not be juſtifiable, and 
matter of commendation, nay even duty, 
in thoſe perſons who ſaw the deviation 
from the declared will of the Inſtitutor, 
to reject this circumciſion of human device, 
and reſtore it to its firſt inſtitution ? We 
muſt think ſo, unleſs theantiquity of error 
excule it, and make that right, VINES at 
firſt was wrong. 
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649 
If therefore, baptiſm: was originally im- 
ner / ion, let it be immerſion ſtill; for, as 


your moſt learned friend Dr. S. Clarke has 
obſerved, In things of external appoint- 
„ ment and mere poſitive inſtitution, 
„ where we cannot, as in matters of na- 


tural and moral. duty, argue concern- 
ing the natural reaſon and ground of the 


« obligation, and the original neceſſity of 
the thing itſelf ; we. have nothing to do 
% but to obey the poſitive command. God 


is infinitely better able than we, to 

judge of the propriety and uſefulneſs at 

the things. he inſtitutes; and it be- 

comes us to obey. with humility and 

reverence.” Expoſ, Church Cat, page 
305, &c, Edit. 2. 


Your Lordſhip will ſuffer the to add, 
there is not fo great a difference between 
circumciling a finger and the foreſtin, as 


between covering the he body in water, 
and ſprinkling the face. It would be cir- 
cumciſion ſtill, only of a different part; but 


tathing and ſprinkling, the book of Gad 


| $9 SS 
always conſiders as two inſtitutions quite 
diſtinct. 


In what has been advanced in theſe 
Letters, your Lordſhip knows, I have been 
pleading for a return of the ancient primi- 
tive baptiſm of the Church. I am ſorry 
that fonts of modern ſtructure are ſo dwin- 
dled in ſize, that an infant cannot be dipt 
in them; and ſhall be very glad if we are 
recovered to ſo juſt a ſenſe of the divine 
authority in this inſtitution, as to conclude 
« we have nothing to do but obſerve the poſi- 


« tive command, and with humility and 
*© reverence obey the original inſtitution, 
that is, to dip the party baptized in the 


Nu me, Se. . 


For, if your-Lordſhip's obſervation be 
right, that © the due manner of perform 
ing this poſitive duty depends entirely 


„upon the will and declaration of him 
« who inſtitutes or ordains it;*” and 0 
manner is declared by him, but that 


immerſion; which, you ſay, was the cuſ- 
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tom in the f and only authentic days ; 
your Lordſhip then inſtructs me to con- 
clude, that to follow any direction, which 
turns us off from this immerſion, is, ſo 
far, making it our own inſtitution, and 
not the inſtitution of Bim who firſt ap. 
pointed it. | 


- 


Jam, ah Lord, 
Yeur Lerdſbip's mof! obedient 


* bumble Servant. 
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LETTER * 


My Lozp, 


"- 


I. baptiſm be any thing at all to ws; 1 


any religious regard be due to it, it is from 
its being a divine command, not confined 
to the firſt converts to chriſtianity, but 
reaching to us.“ Whoever believeth not ſo 
is guilty of preſumption, to do that in 
the name of the Lord, which the Lord re- 
quireth not. It is far from the ſimplicity 
and godly-ſincerity of the goſpel Miniſters 
to put on the appearance of a moſt ſacred 
and ſolemn tranſaction in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, if, in our conſcience, we believe 
this is no part of the will of God reaching 


to us. If baptiſm bean inſtitution deſigned 


by Jeſus Chriſt, for all ages of the Chrif- 


This point has been lately lated by the Editor, 
in a Short Eſſay on Baptiſm z intended to elucidate the 
Queſtion concerning the extent n n Hake it⸗ 
obligation, 5 | wh 
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( 58 ) 
tian Church, let us treat it with religious 
regard: if we be otherwiſe minded, let us 
be fo honeſt and faithful to religion, and 
to the world, as to lay it aſide. 


The former Letters enquired into the 
manner of this rite: or what the New Teſ- 
tament intends by the action of baptizing. 
The reſult of our enquiry was this: The 
phraſeclogy of the New Teftament is taken 
from the SEPTUAGINT, or Greek tranſla- 
tion of toe Old : and fuch words,; and only 
ſuch words, are uſed to expreſs the action 
of baptizing, as there. denote and ſpecify, 
preciſely, that particular precept of bath- 
ing. or covenngthe,whole body in water; 


„This remark afſigns the true reaſon why the 
words xa la N, ra large, xa le q uroꝝ 
or xaradvw, Furly and ue are not, applied 

to the inftitution of Baptiſm; they are not words 
; 8 by the Septuagint to expreſs the aft of Bathing, 
or covering the whole body in water. They do indeed 
include the idea of dipping, but then it is under parti. 
cular circumſtances, and with a peculiar effect. The 
two firſt mean dippinꝑ in the Sea, and all, in their primary 
' ſenſe, denote ſuch a dipping as precludes riſing again 
and ends in deflrutien, Matt. 14. 30. Chap. 18. 6. 
and Exod, 15. 5. in the Septuagint, Editor. 


1 
a lite perfectly diſtinct from, and never 
confounded: with any other rite of ſprinł- 
ling, pouring, &c. 


And I beg leave once more to propoſe 
it to public conſideration, —W hether it is 
poſſible, agreeably to the Language of the 
Old Teſtament, to chuſe out words that 
ſhall, more preciſely, and ſtrongly, convey 
the idea of immerſion, than what the Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles have actually choſen, 
when they ſpeak of bapti/m?—Could any 
one have helped them to apter and more 
determinate language, on ſuppoſition that 
they wanted and. deſigned to expreſs to 
their brethren, and. country-men that fa- 
miliar and frequent practice among them, 
of waſhing the. whole body ?—If the Spi- 
rit which inſpired. the Apoſtles, had given 
them a foreſight of the controverſies which 
have ariſen on this head, could they have 
fixed on words better adapted to prevent 
ſuch controverſies? to prevent its being 
ever ſaid, The language of the Newa 
LTeſtament concerning this duty is ſo. 


0 


* indeterminate and lax, that it matters 
« not, whether, in baptiſm, you cover 
« the whole body, or apply a little water 
« to a part of it.” —Let ſcripture be its 
own interpreter, comparing one part with 
another. | | 
Have not then the New Teſtament: 
-writers taken from their own ſcriptures 
that language, and all that language, 
and, I think it may be added, only that 
language, which expreffes the one, ah 
uſage fo often ſpecified by bathing the 
ny or r perſon, | in water ? | 


It is Oy for a reader, though of Bo 
Akan eg to loſe himfelf amidſt 
clouds and darkneſs, if he knows nothing 
of the learned languages, when the books 
he reads draw him to the perufal of diſ- 
putes about the ſenſe and meaning of an 
. N 1 


| But as the whole of the fair, fo far as 
we have yet: gone, turns upon one ſhort 
plain queſtion; ſo every man of common 
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ſenſe can obſerve, ae 4 perſon o 
candour, and allowed to be a capable 
judge, will give his anſwer, hes or nay. 


The ſhort, plain queſtion is this, Is there 
ground and reaſon to conclude, the wri- 


ters of the New Teſtament would have 


uſed other expreſſions, if they had intended 


that one rite of immerſion? If ſo, ip 
are thoſe ozber expreſſions ?—This 


bringing the matter to a ſhort and 525 
iſſue. 


I believe, my Lord, the moſt exact and 


rigorous examination of the foregoing 


queries will end in this concluſion: That 
N the ſacramental baptiſm of water, the 

New Teſſament means, preciſely and only, 
be in water. 


$9 that the learned Mr. Selden; who 
lived a little after immerſion grew out of 
uſe, had too much reaſon to ſay, « Tn 
" England, of late years, I ever thought, 
* the Parſon baptized his own * 
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1 
ther than the Child.“ Selden's Works | 
Vol. VI. Col. 2008. _ 


If theſe dh, are ſo; then there is an- 
otherconſideration, ne the attention 
of Proteſtants; namely, What reply ſhall 
we make to the Papifts? Who inſiſt upon 
it, they do not.more Change and innovate 
in the adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, 
by withholding the Cup from the Laity, 
than we do in the adminiſtration of bap- 
tiſm, by ſetting aſide :mmer/jon, and ſub- 
ſtituting ſprinkling or pouring in its place. 
We call theirs a balf-communion ; and 
juſtly, becauſe they withhold the wine. 
What if they call ours, on the ſame 
ground, a half-baptiſm ? How ſhall we 
teply 2 I doubt the Papiſſs will ever re- 
main unanſwered by a confiſtent Prote- 
ſtant, until he confeſſes immerſion the only 
baptiſm.: and that it cannot be proved, 
the church of Rome has more departed 
from the Chriſtian rule, in their manner 
of adminiſtring the Lord's Supper, than 
we have in our manner of TY 


| Baptiſm. 


(63) 

1 wiſh this matter may be duly conſi- 
dered; ; that we may take off occa/ion from 
theſe who ſeek occaſion to ſi pport themſelves 
in error. A ſenſible Roman Catholic, 
who. knows his ſtrength, or perhaps rather 
our weakneſs ; will always retort upon 

« Shew us your authority for laying 
yr « ſth the primitive and ſcriptural ' im- 
% merſion; and we will produce our au- 
« thority for withholding the 2 from 
% the Laity. 


T come now, my Lord, to what was 
;promiſed at the concluſion of the former 
LETTER ; namely, to enquire into the 
nature and end of Chriſtian "Baptiſm. 
Throughout which enquiry, I ſhall care- 
Fully keep in ſight, as a ſure guide, the two 


following propoſitions of your Lordſhip, 


I. All poftive duties, or duties made 
-fuch by inſtitution alone, depend entirely 
on the will and declaration of the Perſon 
who inſtitutes or ordains them, with re- 


Ipect to the real deſign and end of them.“ 4 


account of this religious duty.“ 


(C )* 


II. 10 The paſſages in the New 72 
ment, which relate to this duty, and they 


alone, are the original accounts of the 
nature and end of this inſtitution, and the 


only authentic declarations, upon which 
we of later ages can ſafely depend; being 
written by the immediate followers of our 
Lord; thoſe who were witneſſes them- 
ſelves of the inſtitution; or were inſtructed 
by thoſe who were ſo; and join with 
them in delivering down one and the ſame 


I be author of a well known book, en- 
titled The Moral Philoſopher, written in 
favour of infidelity, would have it,“ that 
« baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are not 
« Chriſtian inſtitutions, becauſe the ex- 
«ternal elementary parts of theſe ſacra- 
« ments were in uſe before, as national 
« rites, uſages, Ee. onen the NN 


— him Dr. Leland returns this plain, 
fatisfactory anſwer : * But that which 


makes any thing to be properly a Chr Ul 
« tian 
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tian inſtitution, is its being inſtituted or 
appointed by Chriſt himſelf, to be ob- 
« ſerved in his church: if therefore Bap- 
« tiſm and the Lord's Supper were thus 
« jnſtitut-d or appointed by Chri t him- 
« ſelf, they are, properly ſpeaking, Chriſ- 
« tian inſtitutions, and it doth not alter 
« the caſe, whether we ſuppoſe them, 
« with regard to the outward elementary 
« part of them, to have been among the 

Fetus before, ot not.” Vid. Leland's 
Anſwer to the Moral Pbilgſepber. Edit. 1. 


page 478, 479. 


The Grſt account of baptiſm, as a Chriſ- 
tian inflitution, is in Matt. xxxviii. 19. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations; bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 


The plain ſenſe and meaning of which 
words cannot be better expreſſed than in 
the following paraphraſe of Doctor &. 
Clarke, viz. ** Go therefore and preach 
the goſpel to all the world, making 
F 


—U—ü—ä— —— 


OI - I" 

— i eter —ꝓ — — 

. —— — =_— > 
" 


—— 2 
* 


* 
„ 
——— — — — 


| * 3 K 4 a 
N 9 < 4 
— — —— 
— —— — — 
w 


<= 1%. — IS. — 


( 66) 


10 diſciples out of every nation, and bap- 


% tizing them with water in the name, 


„ &c. that is, receiving them to a pro- 
« feſſion of the belief, and an obligation 
*« to the practice of that religion, which 
„God the Father has revealed and taught 


by his Son, and confirmed and eſtab- 


* liſhed by the Holy Ghoſt.” 


St Mark gives the ſame account of this 
inſtitution, though in different words. 
Mur xvi. 15, 16. And be ſaid unt 
them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 


the goſpel to every creature; be that be. 
lieveth and is baptized ſball be ſaved; but 
he that belieocth not ſhall be damned. That 


is, faith the above Paraphraſt, « Preach 
the goſpel to all mankind. He that 


« embraces my religion, and by baptiſm 
« enters - into an obligation to obey it, 


and lives accordingly, ſhall be ſaved: 


«© but he that rejects the goſpel, either 
1 by obſtinate unbelief, or by impenitent 


« diſobcdience, ſhall be damned.“ 


It is certain, the Scripture makes! 
difference between the baptifms of Fai 


168 


and Cbriſt; for the ſame perſons who had 
already received Jobn s baptiſm, were 
baptized a ſecond time in the name of the 


Lord Feſus, Acts xix. 3, 4, 5 


The cheif diſtinctions are theſe fol- 
lowing: 


I. The baptiſm of John was confined 
to the Jews but Chriſtian Baptiſm is 
appointed for all nations. 


John took his ſtation by the river for- 
dan, for the convenience of immerging 
the great multitudes that reſorted to him: 
and there went out to him Feruſalem, and 
all Judea, and all[the region round about For- 
dan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, 
onfeſſmg their fins, Matt. iii. 5, 6, 7. But 
hriſt coming, @ light to enlighten the Gen- 
les, as well as for the glory of his people I 
gel; therefore his baptiſm is appointed for 
he Gentiles as well as Jews. Go, teach all 
ations, baptizing them, ſaith St. Matthew. 
nd St. Mark, preach the goſpel to every 
eature ; be that believeth ['w hoever be- 


& i Wa 
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Reverb, whether 'Few or Gentile] and i, 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 


II. John baptized the people to pre. 
pare them for the faith of the Meſſiah 
ebout to come or juſt coming but Chril- 
tian baptiſm is declarative of faith in the 
Meſſiah not comrng, but come. 


This diſtinction i is proved by the fol. 


low: ing texts, 


Acts xix. 4+ Then ſaid Paul, Jobn ve. 
.rily baptized with the baptiſm of repent: 
ence, ſaying unto the perple, that they ſhould 
| believe on him which ſhould come after hin, 
1 that is, on Chrift Jeſus. John i. 3 
h That he [Chriſt] /hould be made manife 
ro Iſrael 3 therefore am I come baptizing 
with water. 


rc 
de 


cc 


But Jeſus being declared, manifeſte 
proved to be the Son of God with py 
by the reſurrection from the dead; 

all power being actually given to him 
heaven and in earth; therefore, Chrili 

an baptiſm is into the name of the d 


rue 


th 


cs 


LF 


Matt. xxviii- 18, 19. 


ground alſo for this diſtinction, viz. Chriſ- 
tian baptiſm teacheth expreſly faith in 
the Holy Spirit; which doth not appear 
to be any part of the inſtruction ne- 
ceſſary at Fobn's baptiſm : for the diſci- 


unto John's baptiſm, tell St. Paul, T hey 
had not ſo much as heard, whether there be 
any Holy Ghoſt, Acts xix. 2. 


Some learned divines, make another 
very great and important difference be- 
tween the two baptiſms; that is, John z 


baptiſm includes them. 


« wondered at that Infants were not 
* baptized during Fobn's miniſtry ; be- 
* cauſe the baptiſm thus uſed by John 


the inſtitution of Chriſtian baptiſm] © was 
only the baptiſm of repentance,” and 
F 3 | 


fo manifeſted, as well as if the Father, 


III. The Scripture I think, affords 


ples at Epheſs, who had been baptized 


baptiſm excluded infants, but Chriſtian 


Dr, Whitby obſerves, © Tt is not to be 


and Chriſt's diciples, [viz. before 
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( 70 ) 
« faith in the Meſſiah which was for 


„ to come; of both which infants were 
« incapable.” Annatat. in Matt. xix. 
13, 14. He ſays the ſame in his Di/er- 
tation on Matthew xxviii. 19. 


Turrettin, Divinity-Profeſſor at Geneva, 
ſays John admitted none to baptiſm but 
ſuch as confeſſed their ſins; becauſe 
his buſineſs lay in baptizing the adult, 
Ko. Johannes neminem ad baptiſ⸗ 
mum admittebat, niſi confitentem peccata 
« ſua, quia agebatur de adultis baptizandis, 
4 Kc.“ Turret. tar e Vol. III. page 468. 


How far this ſentiment (that the bap- 
tiſm of John excluded infants, but that 
yet they have a right to Chriſtian bap- 
tiſm) is agreeable to ſcripture, ſhall next 
be conſidered. | 


1 fs! Ny Bir 45 
| ys our Lordſhip? s moſt obedient 
g humble Servant, 


; LE] * [LK 8. 
o 


FN 


. My LoRD, 


x 
1 


Hoever will give himſelf the trou- 
ble to look back on the firſt part of 
theſe Letters, and read the texts pro- 
duced concerning Jobn ' baptiſm, will, 
] believe, perceive no footſtep in them 
of his baptizing infants : nor is there any 
declaration, or the leaft hint, that the. 
diſciples of Chi, before his death, bap- 
tized any but grown people. As Dr. 
Whitby obſerves, “ They only baptized, 
% as John had done, into the faith of 
«the Meſſiah Which was to come; and 
« with that baptiſin of repentance, which 
& prepared the Jetos for the reception 
* of his kingdom. — It is not therefore 
to be wondered, that they baptized 
© not thoſe infants, who could not, by 
an actual repentance, prepare them- 


F414. 


(38-7 
« felves for the coming of that Meſſiah, 


« who was then at hand.” Jhitby's 
Diſſert. on Matt. xxviil. 19. 


The diſciples of Chriſt, during his mi- 
niſtry on earth, as well as the diſciples 
of John, were very well acquainted witli 
the inſtitution of baptiſm ; for they them- 
ſelves baptized great multitudes. 7 
Lord knew how the Pharifees had heard 
that Feſus made and baptized mort 
diſciples than John, though Feſus hinge} 
baptized not, but his diſciples, John iv. 
1, 2. But they adminiſtered a baptiſm 
in which infants had ko part. When 
therefore our bleſſed Saviour, after his 
reſurrection, inſtituted his ſacrament of 
rg if infants were to be received to 
it, © It cannot be doubted that he him- 
"a" l ſufficiently declared this to his firſt 
and immediate followers ; which ſuffi-. 
« cient and only authentic declaration 
«« muſt appear in ſome pallage of the 
— New Teſtament,” | 


(30 
There ſeems the greateſt reaſon to: 
expect ſome expreſs declaration on this 
head; becauſe, otherwiſe, men, who had 
hitherto been uſed: to exclude infants, and 
to look upon them no way concerned in. 
the crdinance of baptiſm, would be likely 
ſtill to paſs them by, and not think of 
them as coming within the reach of their 
freſh commiſſion. Men who, during 
John's miniſtry, had already baptized an 
infinite multitude of the adult only amongſt. 
the Jeuu, would naturally conclude, on 
their being ſent forth to practiſe the /ame 
rite amongſt the Gentiles, that with them 
alſo the adult only were proper ſubjects, 
unleſs there appeared ſomething upon the 


face of their oem ond to teach them 


The bspülm of teln being hither!s 
uncommanded, concerning which God had 
given them nothing in charge; it will 
ſeem. quite neceſſary they ſhould have 
ſome plain, clear, determinate inſtructione 
on this head; eſpecially and above ail 


3 
in this ſort of duty, which owes all | its 
obligation and all its virtue to poft tive 
command: I ſay it will ſeem quite neceſ- 
ſary they ſhould have ſome plain, deter- 
minate inſtructions, if they were, for 
the future to give baptiſm to perſons to 


whom they had not bern uſed, nor di. 
roſy) to > high it. & . 


* 3 F 15 '} 


= lin this will ſeem yet more reaſon- 
able to be expected, if in proceſs of time, 
and where Chriſtianity came to be the 
eſtabliſhed religion; the frft completion 
arid expreſs import of this ' rite were to 
undergo! fuch a change, that, inſtead: of 
being the ſign of repentance:towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in the party baptized ; it ſhould,” univer- 
ſally, be adminiſtered at an age and time 
of life when 'the- baptized know VOY 
Reeg, PH and made NA r 

This, my Lord, 3 IS Ane the RE in 
all Chriſtian countries. Baptiſm is not, 
as it was in the beginning, a ſign of re- 


40 


pentance and faith in the perſon bapuized. 
Babes of a few days cld know nothing 
of theſe things: and yet theſe are, ac- 
cording to all legal zfabliſhments, the only 
ſubjects of it, except, what happens very 
rarely, the baptiſm of proſelytes. 


Let us now examine the oalſages of 
The New Teſtament,' and ſee whether 
Jeſus Chriſt has by himſelf, of his im- 
mediate followers, declared that infants 
are the ax ag of this inſtitution.” 7 210 

The firſt account of baptiſm as A 
Chrilida ordinance is Matt. xxviil. 19. 
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
fixing them. into the name of © the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt. 
Which commiſſion is; in St. Mart xvi. 
15, 16. thus expreſſed, Go ys into all the 
world, and preach the goſpel-to every crea- 
ture; he that believeth and is baptized ſball 


be Javed, but be that belieyeth got bl be 
e : | | 


N) 
The only difference in the accounts of 
theſe. two Evangeliſts is, that Matthew 
in his expreſſion teach, | paInrwoals, di iſe. 
ciple all nations, is more conciſe than 
Mark, who inſtead of it ſays, preach the 


goſpel to every creature, he that believeth, 
Kc. 


Th may not be unneceſſaty to obſerve, 
that the word in Matthew rendered [ teach] 
is not the word commonly rendered teach 
in the New Teſtament. The word com- 
monly uſed is ee which occurs 
very vſten: but the other word [MN, 
teach] in the baptiſmal commiſſion of 
Matthew, is uſed only three times more 
in all the New Teſtament. Mart. xiil. 
52. Every ſeribe WHICH. IS INSTRUCTED 
[po 9mwdnr] into the kingdom of heaven, 
Matt. xxvii.. 57. Joſeph who alſo himſelf 
was JE8Us's. DISCIPLE [L 79 
1%]. Acts xiv. 21. When they bad 
preached the goſpel to that city, and HAD 
TAUGHT many [paSnrwowls]. They 
- Vid not barely preach the goſpel, but 


. 
taught ſo effectually as to Prevail on 
many to become diſciples, or believers. 
This is the plain import of the original. 


The common appellation of Chri/tian 
believers, occurring in very numerous 
paſſages of the New Teſtament, is 
LAN] diſciples. As this is the uſual 
name of believers in Chriſt, we have the 
verb of it in our Lord's commiſſion, 
where he bids his followers to go and 
make converts to him throughout the 
world, So that whereas paIyreww im- 
plies teaching, full as much as the mere 
common word f9:9aozo], the difference 
is, that the former has a more preciſe 
and determinate meaning ; conveying to- 
the apoſtles this idea, viz. So teach the 
people, as to perſuade them to become 

my diſciples. 


I do not diſlike the rendering, diſciple 
all nations; provided the idea of teaching 
make a neceſſary part of it, and that di- 
ciple and baptize be not taken for ſynony- 


678 
mous terms, as ſome make them, I think, 
without any foundation in ſcripture, or 
Juſt criticiſm. As in Fohn | IV. 1. Hagar 
wels Ka Banlige contain two dt Miner ideas, 
viz. firſt to make diſciples, and then 
to baptize them; ſo Matt. xxviii. 19. 
. Neve le, PawliGorler, expreſs the ſame 
two diſtinct ideas; viz. make diſciples, 
and baptize them. Firſt convert them to 
the faith of Chriſt; and when that is 
done, baptize them“; nothing being more 
common in the Greak language, than to 
expreſs by a verb and a participle, What 
we expreſs by two verbs. 


Ma dulevets here is to preach the hh to all nati. 
« ons, and to engage them to belewe it in order to their 
©. profeſſion of that faith by baptiſm; as ſeems apparent 
(1) from the parellel commiſſion, Mark xvi. 15. Go, 
0c preach the goſpel to ever y creature, be that believei b, and 
« is baptized, ſball be ſaved, (2) From the ſcripture no- 
4 tion of a diſciple, that being ſtill the ſame as a believer, 


I defire any one to tell me, how the apoſtles could 
ce 297 veer, make a diſciple, of an Heathen, or unbe- 


« lieving Jeto, without being paJyra, . or teachers of 

them, whether they were not ſent to och to them 
6 that could bear, &c."" 

N45 "Ow" s Note on Matt, xiii, 19. 


1 


I ſubmit theſe few remarks. to your 
Lordſhip's better judgment and ſkill 
And if they are true, then, I ſuppoſe, 
all that the apoſtles could learn from the 
commiſſion is, that whereas they had been 
uſed before to teach the Fews, and to 
baptize ſuch only of them as profeſſed to 
receive and believe their doctrine? they 
were henceforth to enlarge their plan; 
and, preaching to all forts of people, to 
| baptize thoſe who: believed their report. 
So their commiſſion expreſsly runs: Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the goſpel to 
every creature; he that believeth |[ your 
doctrine] and is baptized, &c. 


Your Lonidhio inſtructs me to ſay, 
It cannot be doubted Jeſus Chriſt ſuf- 
« ficiently declared to his firſt and im- 
% mediate followers the whole of what 
he deſigned ſhould be underitood by, 
« or implied in this duty; for this being 
« a poſitive inſtitution, depending en- 
„ tirely upon his will, and not deſigned 
to contain any thing in it, but what he 


(8% 


* himſelf ſhould pleaſe to affix to it; it 
% muſt follow that he declared his mind 
% about it fully and plainly: becauſe 
« otherwiſe, he muſt be ſuppoſed to in- 
«' ſtitute a duty, of which no one could 
« have any notion without his inſtitution, 
c and at the ſame time, not to inſtruc 


« his followers ſufficiently what that duty 
was to be.“ 


Now your Lordſhip will ſuffer me to 
aſk, where has Jeſus Chriſt declared his 
mind, and declared it Fully and plainly 
that infants are to receive Chriſtian bap- 
tiſm? It may be ſeen plainly enough, 
that he ſent forth his apoſtles to gather 
a people to himſelf: to make diſciples, | 
converts, beltevers, in all nations; and that 
nothing hindered their being baptized, 
if they believed. But with regard to any 
part of the human ſpecies not ſo quali- 
Hed, is there not, I appeal to your Lord- 
ſhip, an intire profound ſilence ? Is not 
'our Saviour's commiſſion, far from de- 


claring fully and plainly in favour & 


(5 


children's baptiſm, perfectly ſilent on this 
head? Does it ſay. more than this; 
make diſciples, converts, bᷣelievers, amongſt 
all nations, and baptize them © 


If our Lord's commiſſion expreſſes no 
more, then J obſerve it is a rule readily 
admitted, that a limited commiſſion a- 
mounts to a prohibition of the things not 
therein contained, as in the caſe of an- 
other poſitive inſtitution, circumciſion ; 
the order, every man-child ſhall be cir- 
cumciſed; is, we all know, a prohibition 
with re card to the female. 


But if it ſhould be ook there is 
fome obſcurity in ſo brief an account as 


this of Matthew and Mark, the ſubſequent 
practice of the apoſtles muſt be owned 
the beſt and only authentic explanation 
and comment on their maſter's law. 
i his ſhall be next conſidered. 

J am, 


of | my Lord, e. 
G LETTER 


F fins; and ye Hall receive the gift of thi 


-LEXTTE:R;..vh 


V \ E are now, my Lord, to conſider 
the practice of the apo/tles and firſt teachers, 


as the beſt and only authentic comment 
on their maſter's law. 


The firſt mention of baptiſm admini- 
ftered after Chriſt's aſcenſion, is As ii. 
38, 41. Then Peter ſaid unto them, Rx- 


PENT, and be baptized every one of you it 
the name of Feſus Chriſt, fer the remiſfun 


Holy Ghoſt. Then they THAT GLADLY 
RECEIVED HIS. WORD were baptized. 


There never was a better opportunity 
for the apaſtles to ſhew, clearly and. fully, 
the whole of what they underſtood by 
Chriſtian baptiſm, than this recorded in 
Acts ii. It was one of thoſe great feſtivals 


( 83 ) 
when devout people were come together 
at Feruſalem out of every nation under hea- 
ven, and when the diſciples received ſuch 
an effuſion of the holy Get as excited all 
men's curioſity and aſtoniſhment. They 
were all amazed and marvelled ; and aſked, 
What meaneth this? Upon this, Peter 
ſtood up with the eleven, and preached 
Chriſt to them ſo effectually, that they 
were pricked in the heart, and ſaid unto 
Peter, and to the reſt of the apoſtles, Men 
and brethren, what ſhall we do? Then 
Peter ſaid unto them, Repent, and be bap- 
tized, &c. for the promiſe is unto you and 
to your children, and to all that are afar 
off, even as many as the Lord our God 
Hall call, What was the effect and 
conſequence of this ſermon? It was 
this; Then they that GLADLY RECEIVED 
HIS WORD were baptized : and the ſame 
day there were added unto them about 
three thouſand fouls : and they continued 
edfaſtly in the apoſtles doftrine and Fel- 
lowſhip, and in breaking of bread and in 
prayers, f 


G 2 
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When theſe men under deep concern, 
pricked in their heart, aſk direction and 
advice, ſaying, What ſhall we do? and 
Peter inſtructs them to repent and be 
baptized ; does he ſay alſo, bring your 
offspring to baptiſm ? Nothing of this: 
but all that the hiſtory relates is, They 
that gladly received his word were bap- 
#ized ; and the three thouſand fouls, who 
were added at this time, continued fled- 
faftly in the apofiles doctrins, and fellow- Wi 
ſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers. This is in effect telling us how 
many were baptized, viz. about three 
thouſand, who continued fledfaſt, &c. 


Infants bear no part in this hiſtory of 
baptiſm ; unleſs it be ſuppoſed that they 5 


are included in verſe 39. For the PRC. q 
MISE is unto you, and to your childrin 8 
and to all that are afar off, even as nan 

as the Lord our Gad ſball call. Fe 


Upon this your Lordſhip will perm; 
me to make two or three very obyic 
remarks. 


( 8. 


(i.) The PROMISE is. not baptiſm, 

but expreſſed in the words immediately 

\ foregoing, viz. Te. all receive THE GIFT 

of THE HOLY GHOST: a promiſe ſo re- 

markably fulfilled, as created aſtoniſhment 
in St. Peter's auditory; and to the accom- 
pliſnment whereof he invites their atten- 
tion in the following words, verſes 16, 
17, Sc. THis is that wynich was ſpoken 
dy the prophet Foel: And it ſhall come to 
paſs in the laſt days, faith God, I will pour 
out of MY SPTRIT upon all fleſh, &c. 
This promiſe, St. Peter tells his hearers, 
they ſaw fulfilled in him and his brethren, 
verſe 33. For Teſus being exalted to the 
right hand of God, and having received of 
8 ihe Father the PROMISE or THE 
HOLY GHOST, he hath fhed forth this 
which ye now ſee and hear. 


(2.) You and your children is nothing 
more than you and your POSTERITY 
f 7065 TEXv0IG var |, So in John Vill. 39. 
If ye were Abraham's CHILDREN LT. 
« would do the works, &c: Adds xiii. 
| G3 
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32, 33. The promiſe which was mad, 
unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the 
ſame UNTO US THEIR CHILDREN 
[Texvois]. Matt. xxvii. 25. His blood be 
on us and en OUR CHILDREN {Ti 
mor]. An imprecation which has mi. 
raculouſly reſted on them, and their 4, 
ſcendanis, for almoſt ſeventeen hundred 
years. 


(3-) This promiſe takes place neither 
in them nor their children, nor the Gen- 
tiles (them that are afar off) but on cn. 
dition of their believing, expreſſed in the 
text by—as many as the Lord our Gul 
ball call. | 


So that the word children here, has no 
reference to the infantile ſtate ; nor does 
the promiſe mean baptiſm. The learnel 
Doctors, Hammond and Whitby, thoug 
they have both written in favour of in- 
fant baptiſm, conclude is text is nothin 
to the purpoſe, The words of the fi 
are, If any have made uſe of that ve 


. 

i unconcludent argument [the promiſe is 
« made to you, and to your children] I 
have nothing to ſay in defence of them. 
W « 1 think the word children there, is 
« really the poſterity of the Fews, and 
% not peculiarly their infant children.“ 
Reſol. 6 Ju. Edit. 12mo. P. 256. Se. 
Bi. And Whitby, Theſe words will 
* not prove a right of infants to receive 
« baptiſm: the promiſe mentioned here 
being that only of the Holy Ghoft, men- 
e tioned, verſes 16, 17, 18. and ſo re- 
lating only to the times of the mi- 
raculous effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to thoſe perſons who, by age 

were made capable of thoſe extraordi- 
« nary gifts.” Annot. in As ii. 38, 39. 


The next adminiſtration of baptiſm is 
in As viii. The ſucceſs of the goſpel 
at feruſalem raiſed the envy and reſent- 
ment of the unbelieving Jews; ſo that, 


verle 1. there was @ great perſecution againſt 


the church which was at Feruſalem, and 
they w:re all . abroad, &c. Upon 
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little more explicit, and ſaid, men, women, 


638) 
this diſperſion, Philip went down to the 
city of Samaria, and preached Chrift unto 
them; verſe 5. And when they BELIEVED 
Phi lip , preaching the things concerning the 
kingdom of God and the name of Yeſus 
Chriſt, they were baptized, BOTH MEN 
AND WOMEN. Then Simon himſelf Br- 
LIEVED alſo, and—was baptized, verſes 
I2, 13. 


Here likewiſe nothing is to be found 
but the baptiſm of profeſſed belzevers. 
The hiſtory is ſo particular and exact, 
as to mention men and women : but there 
it ſtops. Had the ſacred hiſtorian been 
a little more explicit, in a matter wherein 
your Lordſhip knows full well, and readily 
owns, we can know nething but from plain 
declaration, and are leaft of all left to our 
own reaſonings; had he, I ſay, been a 


and children, if the fact were really ſo; it 
would have prevented much doubt and 
controverſy. But as in this ſame chap- 
ter, when he relates Saul's .committing 


689 


men and women to priſon, we naturally 


conclude, the perſecutor's rage did not go 
ſo far as to impriſon their ifants; (at 
leaſt there is nothing on which to reſt a 
belief that he did) ſo from his ſtopping 
at men and women in his account of bap- 
tiſm, it ſeems, he could go no further, 
and ſays nothing. of the baptiſm of their 
infants, becauſe he knew nothing of it. 


The writer of the As, is careful to 
make expreſs mention of children in an 
hiſtorical fact of much leſs conſequence, 
when children were really part of the 
company. Thus As xxi. 5. They all 
brought us on our way, WITH WIVES 


AND CHILDREN, Till we were out of 


the city. We may obſerve in another in- 
Nance or two, how carefully rhe ſcripture 
mentions children, when they are parties 
concerned. Matt. xiv. 21. They that 


had eaten were about five thouſand men, 


beſide WOMEN AND.CHILDREN [ae, 
little children]. And in the next chapter, 
which records another miracle of the like 
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fort, Matt. xv. 38. They that did eat were 
four thouſand men, BESIDE WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN [rad, little children, in- 


Fants. © ! 


Theſe miracles, | of feeding ſo many 


thouſand men, from ſuch ſcanty provi- 


ſion, would have been ſufficiently great 
and illuſtrious, without the additional cir- 
cumſtance of women and children : but as 


they were parties concerned, they are 
mentioned, 


And is it not range, my Lord, that 


wie no where find children mentioned, not 


once mentioned, if it were the apoſtles 


cuſtom to baptize them with their parents? 


| Theſe ſervants and apoſtles of Chriſt, we 
have already obſerved, were no ſtrangers 


to baptiſm before the death of their ma- 


5 ſter. They knew it, and practiſed it in 


obn's time. But to whom did they admi- 
niſter it? To the adult only: not to them 


and their infants. If afterwards they were 


| to underſtand and practiſe this rite ſo dif- 


1 


| ferently from what they had juſt before un- 


derſtood and practiſed; if they were to 
baptize, not only the profeſſors of repent- 
ance and faith, but their offspring too; 
may we not expect to find ſuch difference 
expreſſed, either in their Lord's commiſ- 
ſion, or in the authentic account of their 
practice, who baptized in obedience to 
his command? But if neither Chriſt nor 


his apoſtles have declared infant baptiſm, 
how ſhall we know it to be their mind? 


The next baptiſm is that of the eunuch, 


Acts viii. 36, 37, Cc. who received it on 


this profeſſion of faith] believe that Fe- 
ſus Chriſi is the Son of God, verſe 37. A 
noble monument of the ſimplicity of the 
firſt times! What a world of ſtrife and 
miſchief would have been prevented, if 
the church had never departed from it! 


As an eminent writer remarks;. © It was 
© never well with the chriſtian church, 


“ ſince it began to be a matter of ſo 
much ſubtilty and wit for a man to be a 
true chriſtian.” The multitude of ar- 
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ticles ſince invented, and framed by art 
and man's device, are, as one ſpeaks, 
$ Cobwebs that entangle and catch harm- 
« leſs flies, but the waſps break through.” 
They are only conſcientious and thinking 
men, that is, men the moſt able and diſ- 
poſed to ſerve the cauſe of religion and 
wirtue, that are, or can be incommoded 
and diſtrefled by theſe things. Men of 
no thought, and of no conſcience, or of 
flexible and pliant ones, will ſubſcribe 
whatever the impoſer ſhall pleaſe to en- 
join. 1 | tf 
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Adds ix. 18. relates the baptiſm of St. 
Paul only. In the next chapter we have 
the baptiſm of Cornelius and his friends. 
Cornelius is ſaid to be one that feared God, 
with all his houſe, ver. 2. The Jewiſh law 
ſo prohibited communication with the 
Gentiles, that St. Peter, the meſſenger of 
God to the Centurion, had a particular 
revelation to remove his ſcruples, and to 
convince him, he might freely go unto 
the Gentiles. In expeRation of this im- 


690 


portant viſit from the apoſtle, Cornelius 
had called together his kinſmen and near 
friends, verſe 24. 


When Peter was come into the Cen- 
turion's houſe, he found many that were 
come together, verſe 27. Cornelius, in be- 
half of theſe and of himſelf, thus addreſſes 


| the apoſtle, Now therefore are we all here 


Preſent before God, to hear all things that 
are commanded thee of God, verſe 33. 


This aſſembly of Gentiles were ſo well 
diſpoſed to receive the goſpel, that, while 
Peter was ſpeaking, the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
all that heard the word, verſe 44. to the 
great furprize of the Jewiſh chriſtians, 
who were aſtoniſhed, as many as came with 
Pater, becauſe that on the Gentiles alſo was 
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. For 
they heard them ſpeak with tongues, verſes 
45, 46. | 


When Peter ſaw this great effe& on his 
audience, he ſaid, Can any man forbid wa- 
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ter that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which 

have RECEIVED THE HoLy Gnosr, 
as well as we? And he commanded them 
to be baptized in the Name of the Lord. 
Whom does he command to be baptized? 
All that heard the word, and had received 
. Holy Gheſt. * 
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I have been thus particular in noting 
the family and friends of this devout man, 
to ſee if there be any trace of infants hav- 
ing a part in this hiſtory, 


—.3 =_— 


„„ 


- — 


But ſtill we find not the 5 diſtant 


hint, much leſs, what your Lordſhip re- 
quires in a poſitive inſtitution, 4 plain and 
full declaration, that children are ſubjects 
admitted to chriſtian baptiſm. 


Jam my Lord, Kc. 
LETTER 


® The andes dd in a chriſtian biſhop, 
Tit. i, 6, that he muſt have faithful i.e, believing children, 
is a proof that the chriſtianity of the family of. the 
children, much leſs of all the children, was not in- 
volved in that of the head, or parent; nor was ab 
ways the conſequence of it, Editor, 
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LETTER VII 


Mr: Lo, 


1 Have only one thing more to remark 
on the hiſtory of Cornelius. The people 
called Qualers are of opinion, that the 
baptiſm of the Spirit is the alone chriſtian 
baptiſm, and the baptiſm of water bes 
longed only to the diſpenſation of John. 
But in the caſe of Cornelius we have an 
inſtance under the chriſtian diſpenſation 
and upon the call of the Gentiles to the 
faith of the goſpel; wherein it appears the 
apoſtle Peter is ſo far from concluding 
that the baptiſm of the Spirit renders that 
of water unneceſſary, that he infers directly 
the contrary, viz. No man ought to be 
againſt their baptiſm in water, becauſe 
they had, previouſly, received the bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. Their baptiſm 
with the Holy Ghoſt, was the proof and 
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1 
reaſon of their right to the baptiſm of 


water, | 


It remains to enquire, whether the bap- 
tiſm of . houſholds, mentioned in ſeveral 
paſſages of ſcripture, does not prove, or 
ſuppoſe the baptiſm of infants? . We read, 
that Lydia was baptized, AND HER HOUS- 
HOLD, Acts xvi. 15. —that the jailor was 
baptized; AND ALL Eis, verſe. 33, and 
that Paul baptized TRR HOUSHOLD: of 
Stephanas, 1 Cor. i. 16. 


Upon this your Lordſhip will pleaſe to 
indulge me theſe few plain obſervations. 


(I.) It is certain the word houſe, or 
houſhold, is often uſed where none are 
meant but fuch as are come to years of 
underitanding*. For example, Luke xi. 17. 


* 1 Sam, i, 22. Is a ſtriking inſtance of its 
being uſed to denote only a fart of a family, and 
ſuch a part, as in point of age and other circum- 
ſtances, is not capable of the act, which is ſpoken of. 
« And the man Ellanab, and ALL HIS HouUSE, wen 


16 


1c 


| (973 
A houſe divided againſt a houſe, &c. Jobn 
iv. 53. Himſelf believed, AND HIS WHOLE 
HOUSE. Acts ii. 36. Let ALL TRE 
HOUSE of 1/rael know aſſurediy, that God 
hath made that ſame Jeſus, &c. As xviii. 
8. Criſpus —believed on the Lord, wir R 
ALL HIS HOUSE. Tit. i. 11. Deceivers, 
who ſubvert WHOLE HOUSES, teaching 
things they ought nat. Conſequently, 


(2.) To infer it as fact, that infants 
were baptized, as being part of the houſe, 
is ſuppoſing, and taking for granted, not 
proving the matter in queſtion. 


| (3.) Of the. three examples of houſ- 
holds baptized, it is expreſly ſaid of one, 
[the jailor's] that Paul and Silas ſpake 


the word of the Lord to him, and TO ALL 
THAT WERE IN HIS HOUSE : and that 


H 


* up to offer ts the Lord, the yearly ſacrifice, and 

*© bis vow, But Hannah went not up, for ſbe ſaid 

* to ber huſband, I «vill not E 1p till ebe child be 
. altere 
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Be believed in God, WITH ALL HIS HOUSE, 
Acts xvi. 32, 34. 


If all the families in Great Britain wen 
obliged to take an oath of allegiance; 
any man who ſhould hereafter read our 
hiſtory, would make a very wrong in- 
ference, if he ſhould, merely from the 
word families or houſholds, conclude, 
this oath was adminiſtred to children; 
though they are very capable of the ozt- 
ward and viſible fign, which is only #/: 
fing the book, © TI think it unreaſonable, 
« ſays Dr, Hammond, that the apoſtle's 
« bare mention of baptizing his houſhold, 
«« x Cor. i. 16. ſhould be thought com- 

« petent to conclude, that infants were 
« baptized by him, when it is uncertain, 
„ whether there were any ſuch at all in 
his houſe,” Refol. fix Du. P. 274 
Edit. 1 2 mo. 


Thus, whereſbever we meet with the 
ſacrament of baptiſm, whether amongi 
Feus or Gentiles, whether adminiſtr 


(9) 

by John, or the diſciples of Chriſt; from 
the goſpel of Matthew, where it firſt oc» 
curs, to the epiſtles of St. Peter, where 
we find it laſt there is, from the begin- 


ning to the end, a total profound ſalence 
concerning the baptiſm of infants. 


And can we, my Lord, bring ſubſtan- 
tial proof out of this univerſal vaid? Is 
an entire perfect /ilence. a ſufficient decla- 
ration that our children are to receive 
this ordinance? I am entirely of your 
anne 4; opinion, * that this being a 

* poſitive inftitytion, it muſt follow, our 
« bleſſed Lord declared his mind about it 
fully and plainly.” 


I may venture to aſſure your Lordſhip, 
I have no intereſt to ſerve by retaining 
my preſent opinion: and it will give me 
2 {incere pleaſure to diſcover the text or 
ierts, where it is declared this inſtitution 
_belongeth to Mulden. 


W mall do the kind office to 


ſhew me from ſome authentic declaration 
| H 2 


(100) 


of the New Teſtament, that infants wers 
baptized, I promiſe him to be much more 
ſpeedy in writing a retractation, than I 
have been to ſet down my reaſons, at leaſt 
what appear reaſons to me, for differing 


in this point from the generality of my 
fellow chriſtians. 


Does not the very laſt paſſage of the 
New Teſtament, which makes mention 
of baptiſm, viz. 1. Pet. iii. 21. require 
ſuch a condition of its efficacy, as chil- 
dren are utterly. incapable of? The like 
figure whereunto, even baptiſm, doth alji 
now ſave us; not the putting away the filth 
of the fleſh, but THE ANSWER OF 4 
GOOD CONSCIENCE TOWARDS Go. 
The infant of a week, month, or year 
old, is merely paſſive, and might, where 
there is water enough for the purpoſe 
have the filth of the fleſh waſhed away; 
but what ſhall we ſay to the anſwer f 
good conſcience? without which qualifics 
tion, St. Peter aſſures us, baptiſm is na 
ſaving, How ſhall we find a good cor 


( 101 ) 


ſcience in a creature that is not yet a mo- 
ral agent? that can do neither good nor 
evil? . 


The Catechiſm ſays, There are two. 
facraments ordained by Chriſt in his church, 
as generally neceſſary to ſalvation, viz. Bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's Supper. Now becauſe 
the New Taſtament is as ſilent on bap- 
tilm, as the Lord's ſupper, for children; 
it may, I think, be fairly concluded, the 
want of baptiſm does not prejudice their 
falvation, any more than the want of the. 


Lord's ſupper. 


knows, when it was the general practice of 
the chriſtian church to give the Lord's 
ſupper to children; grounded on a mi- 
ſtake of that ſcripture, except ye eat the 
fleſh of the Son of man, and drink his blood 


of abſolute and univerſal neceſſity, I ſup- 

poſe, led chriſtians to baptize their chil- 

dren, No leſs a man than St. Auftir 
| H 3 


There was a time, your Lordſhip well 


ye have no life in you. The fame notion 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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taught, and ſtrenuouſly maintained, that 
infunts unbaptized were adjudged to ever- 
laſting puniſhments, Grot. in Matt. xix. 14. 


Men's opinions of the ritual parts of 
religion ſoon began to run extravagantiy 
high“, and ſtill do fo, far beyond the 
- ſirmplicity of the gofpet: as if there were 
in the things themſelves, without refpect 
to the moral and ſpiritual qualifications 
of the receiver, a certain inexplicable 
charm, to defend us from our ghoſtly en- 
emy, and afcertain ſalvation, And this 
wrong notion, of the abſolute neceſſity 
of ceremonial obſervances, has been a 
very powerful engine in the hands of 
men aiming at fpiritual dominion, to en- 
ſlave their neighbours minds and conſci- 
ences. In popiſh countries, the character 
of à prieſt muſt be of the higheſt im- 


| * The neceſſity of the Lord's Supper for infants was 

taught by, the conſent of the eminent fathers of ſome 
ages, without. any oppoſition from any of their contem- 
poraries: and was delivered by them, not as doQors, but 
2s witneſſes, not as their own opinion, but as apoſtolic 
tradition. Chilling, 2. 152. Edit. 1. 
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portance, when the people are taught, 


there is no poſlibility of going to heaven 
without the ſacraments, and that be only 
is qualified to adminiſter them. 


I doubt, my Lord, we of the Prote- 
Rant religion are not quite clear in' this 
matter; and that we view poſitive inſti- 
tutions in ſomewhat the fame wrong 


light, when, on the child's illneſs, we 


are in the utmoſt hurry to ſend for the 
minifler, and think the innocent babe 
ſuffers an irreparable loſs, if it expire be- 
fore it be chriſtened, Is not this a 
ſtronger attachment to rites and cere- 
monies, and laying more ſtreſs upon 


them, than even the Jews themſelves 


did? For as they were not to circum- 
ciſe their children till the eighth day, ſo 1 
ſuppoſe they were in no pain for want of 
the ordinance to thoſe who died under 
that age. Nay, as has been obſerved in 
the former letters; the rite was intirely 
dropt, and laid aſide for no leſs than forty 
gears, when, in the wilderneſs, the uſe 
ef it became inconvenient. 


(104) 
I recollect on this occaſion a remark- 


able paſſage concerning the learned Mr. 
- Dodwell, as related by the worthy biſhop 


of Wincheſter, in his memoirs of Dr. 


Clarke, *« Mr. Dodwell, ſays his lord- 
« ſhip, in order to exalt the powers and 
* dignity of the prieſtbood, endeavoured 
„ to prove, that the doctrine of the 
« ſoul's natural mortality, was the true 


* and original doctrine; and that im- 


« mortality was only a $aptiſm confer- 
« red upon the ſoul by the gift of God, 
« through the hands of one ſett of re- 


« oular ordained clergy.” 


Is there no appearance of a ſimilar 
extravagance in their notion of baptiſm, 


who, in all haſte, mult have the miniſter, 
if the child happen to be ill, before the 


convenient time of its baptiſm comes! 


Doth not this create a ſtrong ſuſpicion, 
that the bulk of our people look upon 
immortal happineſs as conferred in baptiſm, 
through the hands of the clergy; and 
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imagine this immenſe privilege and bleſ- 
ling would otherwiſe be loſt“? 


In the days when infunt-communion 


was the univerſal practice, it would 
doubtleſs have been thought a great in- 
jury to deny children the communion of 
ſaints. But the church having been long 
perſuaded that it has no ſcripture foun- 


dation, has laid it aſide, and would now 
be as much ſurprized to ſee infants 


brought to the communion, as ſhe then 
would have been to ſee them excluded +. 


VV Dr, William W:fbart, late principal of the college 
of Edinburgh, laments the groſs ſuperſtition into which. 
the world is fallen concerning 5aptiſm, in the following 
words, Is a new. born child weak FP—A miniſter 
muſt be got in all haſte to perform a certain ceremony 
vpon it, which they call chriſening it—the thing muſt. 
be done—to ſave the infant from hell} Strange! that 

ever men under the advantages of the light of the goſpel 

ſhould have ſunk into ſuch notions of God and religion!“ 

See his Diſcourſes on ſeveral Subjenh. Printed for 

Millar, p. 99, 100. 


& See alſo a diſcourſe entitled the baptizing of fick 


and dying infants, conſidered and ſpecun i» be improper, 
unneceſſary, and uſeleſs in MoTTsxSHtAD's religious 
diſcourſes printed at Glaſgow, 1759. Editor, 


+ Our accounts of the Greek Church inform us they 
itil give the Lord's Supper to children, 
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The truth ſeems to be this: the /crip- 
ture being as entirely ſilent on the bape 
tiſin as the communion of infants; and the 

Per fonal qualifications of repentance, faith, 
and a good conſcience being full as ſtrongly, 

at leaſt, required for baptiſm, as /elF exa- 
mination, and other perſonal acts and qua- 
ties for the Lord's Supper, they have no 
concern in either of the two factaments : 
nor ought it to be thought any more an 
injury, to withold our children from bap- 
tifm, than from the Lord's Supper. 


And I think no difficult taſk to prove, 


that every objection that lies againſt their 


being admitted to the communton, lies 
againſt their being admitted to bap- 
tiſn. 


1 keep, my Lord, this one plain ſimple 
point in view; that poſitive inſtitutions 
owing all their obligation to expreſs com- 
mand, and there being ns command for 
the baptiſm, any more than the commu- 

nion of infants, the New Teſtament in- 

_ tended neither of the ſacraments for them. 
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The catechiſm, which is conſidered as 
a plain ſummary of chriſtian principles, 
teaches with no leſs evidence of truth, 
that of perſons to be baptized is required 
repentance, whereby they forſake ſin ;, and 
faith, whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe, &c. 
than it does on the other ſacrament; that 
they who come to the Lord's Supper are 
required to examine themſelves, &c. As 
to the promiſe of ſuretias, on which ground 
infants are baptized, might they not full. 
as well be received to the holy communion. 
upon the ſame foundation ? May not ſure- 


themſelves, they ſhall ſtedfaſtly purpoſe, 


world is obliged to your Lordſhip for the 
following inſtruction; and I would to 
God we may learn it, viz. that nothing 
can remedy our miſtakes on ſubjects of 


this nature, but perſuading Chriſtians 


eto have recourſe to Feſus Chriſt, and to 
*©thofe to whom he himſelf declared what 
© his deſign was in this inſtitution.” 

Plain account, p. 6. 


ties as well promiſe, they ſhall examine 


&c. as that they ſhall repent? The 
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If then infants, for want of repentance 


and faith in themſelves, be authorized to 
receive baptiſm on promiſe of their ſure- 
ties, Chriſt or his apoſtles muſt have de- 
clared this. If they have, where is it? 
Is not the affair of ſureties entirely a ſup- 
plement of our own? Where doth holy 
ſcripture fay one word about it? But 
«in the matter, my Lord, of an inſtitut- 
„ ed duty, (or a duty made ſo by the 
« poſitive will of any perſon) na one 
« can be a judge but the in//itutor him- 
« ſelf, of what he deſigned ſhould be 
« contained in it ; and becauſe, ſuppoſing 
« him not to 2 50 ſpoken his mind plain- 
« ly about it, it is impoſſible that any o- 
« ther perſon (to whom the in/titutor 
60 himſelf never we his deſign) ſhould 
“ make up that defect: all that is added 
5 therefore to Chriſt's inſtitution, as a 
«© neceſſary part of it, ought to be eſ- 


« teemed only as the invention of thoſe 


« who add it; and the more there is 
« added, (let it be done with never ſo 
« much ſolemnity, and never ſo great 


* 
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« pretences to authority) the leſs there 
« 1s remaining of the ſimplicity of the 
« in/litution as Chri/? himſelf left it, I 
cc am the more ſolicitous to obſerve this, 
and to Impreſs it upon the minds of 
Chriſtians, becauſe it is the only thing 
that can either prevent or cure the mi 
takes of many ſincere Chriſtians upon 


this ſubject. Plain Account, p. 5, 6. 
{4 am 


my Lord, &c. 


LETTER 


* 
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LETTER N. 


My Lord, 


] HERE are ſundry paſſages of ſcrip- 


ture commonly thought to countenance 


infant baptiſm, which therefore muſt be 
conſidered. Mart x. 13, &. They 
brought YOUNG CHILDREN to Chriſt, that 
be ſhould TOUCH them; and his diſciples re- 
buked thoſe that brought them. But when 
Feſus ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed, and 
ſaid unto them, Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forhid them not ; for of 
ſuch is the kingdom of God. Verily I ſay 
unto you, whoſoever ſoall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, be ſhall not 
enter therein. AND HE TOOK THEM UP 
IN HIS ARMS, PUT HIS HANDS UPON 
THEM, AND BLESSED THEM» This 
hiſtorical fact we have in three of the 
Evangeliſts. St. Matthew ſays, Little 


children were brought to Chriſt, that he 


(iin 


fould ur nis HANDS ON THEM AND 
PRAY. Mart and Luke ſay, they were 
brought unto Chrift that he ſhould Toucn 
THEM. And what did Chriſt do unto 
theſe children? He laid bis hands on them, 
faith St. Mart. xix. 15. He took them up 
in his arms, put his hands upon them, and 
bleſſed oe , faith St. Mark. 


There is no difficulty, my Lord, in 
theſe words. We are expreſly told, the 
children were brought unto our Saviour, 
for the benefit of his bleſing and prayers; 
attended with the uſual ceremony of impo- 
| ſition of hands: for in this manner holy 
men were uſed to bleſs or pray for @ leſ- 
ſing on others. The cuſtom is as ancient 
as the time of the patriarch Jacob; who 
called for Joſepb's two ſons Manefſeh and 
Ephraim, that he might bleſs them, and 
he put his right hand upon Epbraim's 
head, and his left hand upon Manaſſel's 
head, and he faid, God bleſs the ww 
Gen, xlvint, 
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Here is the very ſame tranſactions, as 00 
that we haye under conſideration: Jacob 4 
| called for his grandchildren, that he might 
1 Viet them, by impoſition of hands and Il 7. 
| prayer. Chrift, in like manner, called for II ch 
[ Fe the children, (whom his diſciples would Ch 
have ſent away) that he might 5% them, 
by impoſition of hands and prayer. 


1 Can your Lordſhip perceive any thing 
| | concerning the chriſtian rite of baptiſm 31 
43 given to theſe children? Or can it be 
4 thought the diſciples, if they had been 
= uſed to baptize children, would have re- 
'% buked thoſe that brought them for that lf t. 
4 purpoſe? Is it ſaid they were brought 
1 for that purpoſe, or that Chriſt baptized 
x them? No ſuch thing; your Lordſhip will 
| as ſoon find baptiſm given by Jacob to 
the lads whom he bleſſed, and prayed 
for; as in this hiſtory of the New Teſta- 
[| ment, of Chriſt's bleſſing and praying 
|| for the children, 


No doubt, the prayers of 8 per- 
ſons may ſucceed for a bleſſing upon in- 


(_ 183 } 


fants, or others; and if the fervent prayer 
of a righteous man avails much, how 
much more the prayer of Jeſus Chrift / 
Let us follow him in praying for our 
children: but if we will baptize them too 
Chriſt affords us no example of this in 
the paſſage under conſideration. 


But is not the baptiſm of infants implied 
in theſe following words? Except a man 
be born of water and of the ſpirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of God, John 
Il. 5. According to the original it is, 
except any one be born, &c, [ay py Ti]. 
If there be any proof here, it lies in the 
indefinite word [ir] any one: but this 
ord occurring in paſſages without num 
der, where infants cannot poſſibly be in- 
ended; no evidence ariſes merely from 
he uſe of it. A few examples will ſuf- 
ce out of this ſame Evangeliſt. St. John 
ll. 17. F any man, 1 any one] will 
o bis will, &c. ver. 37. F any man [ vir, 
ny one] thirſt, lei him come to me, &c. viii. 
1. Ha man [ ric, any one] heep my ſay- 
Ig, &c. xi. 9, 10. F any man [ vir, any 
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words to perſons come to years of under. 
ſtanding. The mere word I TJ is too ge- 


64) 


one] walk in the day, be flumbleth not. 
but if à man [rir, any one] walk in the | 
night, &c. xv. 6. If a man abide not in 
me | tay. wn ri, except any one.] But it 
may be replied, the nature of the ſub- 
jects here plainly guides us to Iimit the 
indeterminate words. | any one] to ſuch as 
are come to years of underſtanding. In 
like manner; I ſay, the whole doctrine of 
baptiſm guides us to limit theſe very ſame 


neral and indefinite to prove any thing In 


| this IRIS | 2h 
| «c D 

It may be cker obſerved, that as ch. f 
ſtian baptiſm was not yet inſtituted;* ſom © 
good expoſitors underſtand: this pallagt u 
viz. born of water and the ſpirit, not of © 
baptiſm, but of the influences of the pr 
* Baptiſm in the name of Chriſt, was then in pn © m1 

Qice, though the commiſſion, which extended its = % 
plication to. all nations, was not yet delivered, 10 un; 


ſus, we are told chap, iv. 1. made and bopt iaed m 


_ diſciples than ſohn, Editor, 


Gas) 


vit only except a man be born of the 
cleanſing ſpirit. So Grotius who ſays, 
here is the figure # d Io: And Calvin, 
one of the beſt expoſitors of his day, ob- 
ſerves, „to talk to Nicodemus of baptiſm 
« would be premature: the deſign of 
« Chriſt here is to exhort him to rogene- 
« ration and newnels of life.” 


But if baptiſm be 1 Heated it is 
paraphraſed with much good ſenſe by Dr. 
Clarke, in the following words. did 
not: mean a new birth in a natural, but 
« in a moral ſenſe; that a man muſt be 
entirely changed from all the corrupt 
« opinions he has before entertained; and 
„ from whatever wicked-pratices: he has 
„formerly been. guilty; of, and enter 
upon a perfectly new. courſe of life: 
* that he muſt be baptized into the 
« profeſſion. of the true religion; and 
« that, ſuitably to this obligation, he 
« muſt: be thoroughly purified' from alt 
* worldly and carnal. luſts, and muſt 
* univerſally conform himſelf in mind 
and life to obey all the holy precepts 
12 
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e religion, under the guidance 
« and aſſiſtance of the Divine Spirit, 
« which God will be always ready to 
* beſtow on thoſe who ſincerly deſire to 
«* obey his commandments. This, I ſay, 
« 1s neceſlary in order to a man's attain- 
ing eternal liſe; and without this, he 
«« can never enter into the kingdom of 


God.“ 


This was doctrine very neceſſary to 
Nicodemus, a man of the Phariſees who 
were infinitely ſcrupulous about externals, 
but great ſtrangers to. inward ſubſtantial 
religion. 


There are two other paſſages produced 
in proof of infant baptiſm. 1 Cor. vii. 14. 
Elſe were your children unclean, but now 
are they HOLY. Rom. xi. 16. If the 
root be HOLY, ſo are the branches. I am 
very willing that children ſhould be as 
holy as the moſt benevolent perſon can 
wiſh them. I have no manner of incl:- 
nation to lay a ſtain on that innacent age; 
which: our: bleſſed Saviour was fo remark- 


„ccc  COO R. 


„„ 

ably inclined to point out to us, as the 
emblem and ſample of that ſimplicity and 
purity neceſſary to all his diſciples. But 
as here is not a word about their bap- 
tiſm, we ſtill, my Lord, remain quite de- 
ſtitute of that plain and full declaration, 
which your Lordſhip requires for the 


fupport and warrant of a Þofitive inſli- 
tution. 


But no argument is received more rea- 
dily than this: Baptiſm comes in the 
room of Circumciſion: children were cir- 
cumciſed, and therefore are to be baptiſed. 
My Lord, I muſt beg leave to hold faſt 
the ſound words you have taught me. If 
this be ſo, Chriſt or his apoſtles have 
declared it.” But where is the paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture, which inſtructs us that 
baptiſm comes in the room of circumci- 
ſon? The new Teſtament ſpeaks very 
copiouſly of circumciſion as a rite abo- 
liſhed ; the retention whereof, far from 
being ſerviceable, would be miſchievous ; 
therefore it was a happineſs to be free 
from it; but no where, that I can find, 


I 3 
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does the ſcripture ſay, or ſo much as hint, 
that baptiſm comes in its place. 


In the apoſtles days, the chriſtians con- 
verted from Judaiſm were exceedingly in- 
clined and zealous to incorporate circum- 
cilion with chriſtianity. Their zeal in 
this matter became very, troubleſome to 
the churches. What method do the 
apoſtles take to remedy this evil? Do 
they ever inſtruct them that they need not ; 
be ſo tenacious of one poſitive rite, ſince 1 
another was appointed in its ſtead; to be V 
adminiſtred to the ſame perſons of the t 
ſame age? Such an obſervation would 1 
have been very much to the purpoſe; MW ' 
and the moſt likely that could be to. i 
give the judaizing chriſtians. ſatisfaQtion ; ſc 
and therefore, I ſuppoſe, the apoſtles c 
would have taken this method, if the fa& n 
were really ſo, that baptiſm was ſubſti- tc 
tuted in the room Gf circumciſion. But 

do they go this way to work? Nothing is 
to be found of it in all their reaſonings N 
to diſſuade chriſtians from circumciſion. ki 
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They warn chriſtians that the zealots 
for circumciſion were fubverters of mens 
ſouls, A#s xv. 24. That circumciſion 
availed not unto juſtification; whether that 
rite be conſidered as derived from Maſes 
or from Abraham, Rom. iv. And that if 


they toere circumciſed, Chriſt ſhould profit 
them nothing, 5 of v. 2. 
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This is the way they treat that Old- 
Teſtament rite: as a uſeleſs, burthen- 
ſome, injurious ceremony. But they ne- | | 
ver go about to ſoften the Jews, by telling { 
them that chriſtianity has another rite in 
its Read. And yet this way of dealing 
with them is not more Toft, than it was 
likely to have proved effectual; if it were 8 - 
ſo, that baptiſm is the ſubſtitute of cir- II 
cumcifion. Now becauſe the apoſtles 
never talk in this ſtrain, it ſeems natural 
to infer they never > RED ſo. 
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I know but of otie paſſage 3 in "Pe the 
New Teſtament, that has been offered in 1 
ſupport of the opinion, that baptiſm 
comes in the pare ot circumciſion, and 

4 


. 


that is, Coloſ. ii. 11, 12. In whom alſe 
ye are ci ircumciſed with the circumciſion made 
without hands, in putting off the body of the 


fins of the fleſh, by the circumciſion of Chriſt: 
buried with him in baptiſm, &c. 


For the right underſtanding of this 
paſſage, it will be needful to obſerve; 
that the Coloſſians, as other churches of 
the Gentiles, were in danger: of being 
ſeduced to the obſervance of circumciſion. 
To guard them againſt this danger, the 
apoſtle here tells them, they had received 
the internal and ſpiritual circumciſion, 


made without hands, in putting off the 


body of the ſins of the fleſh: conſe- 
quently the literal circumciſion was not 
neceſſary, and the judaizing chriſtians 


| troubled them with a groundleſs con- 


troverſy. 5. 


St Paul teaches the ſame doctrine in 
other places : thus, Rom. it. 28, 29. 
For be is not a Jeu which is one 0UT- 
WARDLY ; neither is that circumciſion 
which is OUTWARD in the FLESH; but 


( 121 ) 


he is a Jew whis is one INWARDLY 3 and 
CIRCUMCISION is that of the HEART, 
in the SPIRIT, not in the letter, whoſe 
praiſe is not of men, but of God. 


This inward, ſpiritual circumciſion 
being alone to be regarded, he calls the 
Jewiſh zealots the conciſſon, and ſays that 
we chriſtians are the circumciſion, which 


worſhip God in the _ Sc. 


The apoſtle, in the place under conſi- 
deration, doth not call this ſpiritual cir- 
cumciſion baptiſm ; but, being renewed 
in the ſpirit of their mind; having re- 
pentance towards God, and faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; in conſequence of this 
they were baptized. Thus they had the 
outward and viſible ſign of inward and ſpi- 
ritual grace. In a word, the circumciſion 
here ſpoken of cannot mean baptiſm, for 
it is expreſsly ſaid to be made without 
hands ; which is not true of baptiſm, any 
more than of the literal circumciſion. 

J am, 


my Lord, Se. 
LETTER 
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My Lon p, 


Baprizn is not a deduction of rea- 
ſon, but a plain ad, concerning which 
the acuteſt philoſopher can know tiothing 
more than any man of common ſenſe. 
What the ſcripture teſtifies and declares 
concerning this fact, that is our rule, ob- 


vious to every attentive reader. 


As in the ſacramerttof the Lord's Supper, 
the fact is, that Chrift gave the cup to the 
diſciples as well as the Bread; and there- 
ſore the Roman church erreth, in with- 


holding the cup from the people ; and 


as it is an error to give the Lord's Sup- 
per to infants, becauſe they are incapable 
of remembering Chirift and examining them- 
ſelves, both which the feripture requires 
relative to that ordinance ; fo in the ſacra · 


ment of baptifm, it ſhould ſeem, that be- 


1 


cauſe the fact, as it ſtands in the New Te- 
ſtament, is immer ſion, it is an error to 
throw that aſide, and put ſomething elſe 
in the room of it; and becauſe the fact 
as it ſtands in the New Teftament is, 
that men believed, and were baptized in 
conſequence and teſtimony of ſuch belief; 
not vicarious, not another promiſing for 
them, the New Teſtament knows nothing 
of this, but their own proper perfonat 
belief; therefore it is an error to throw 
aſide the adminiſtration of baptiſm to be- 
levers, and apply and confine it to an age 
entirely incapable of any rational act. 


After the ſtricteſt ſearch into the na- 
ture and deſign of this poſitive inſtitution, 
it appears to me there is no poſttive proof” 
that it was deſigned for children. And 
if it be allowed there is no poſitive evi- 
dence, it is, I think, allowing there is no 
proof at all : for nothing of a poſitive and 
ritual nature can be proved a duty, or a 
command of God, merely by our own 
reaſinings, and by arguments drawn from 
ſuppoſed fitneſs, If once we admit as di- 
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vine appointments, practices grounded on 
our own notions of fitneſs, expediency, uſe- 
; Fulneſs, &c. there is no knowing where to 
ſtop. At this rate a thouſand ceremonies 
may be introduced into the church, though 
not one of them can ſtand the queſtion, 


Who hath NT "Re at your hands? 
| Iſai. i. 1 


1 afar Lam brought to a concluſion, 
in which ſo many are otherwiſe minded. 
And what parts us? It is this. They aim 
to prove a poſitive command by inferences -. 
I think it neceſſary (in which I am ho- 
noured with your Lordſhip's ſuffrage) to 
look out for a plain declaration. By the 
force of inference, they ſet aſide that ma- 
turity of age, and /elf-dedication to true 
religion, to which all the New Teſtament 
hiſtory of baptiſm confines it; and univer- 
ſally, (except in the caſe of proſelytiſm) 
apply it to an age incapable of knowing 
the deſign of the ſolemnity, and of which 

the goſpel is perfectly ſilent. 


From examining the inſtructions of 


Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles, it appears 


a 


to me, that the two poſitive inſtitutrons 
of the goſpel ſhould go hand in hand, 
and be received about the ſame time; 
and none baptized, *till like St. Peter's 
audience, they gladly receive the word, and 
are qualified for chriſtian fellowſhip, and 
breaking of bread, Acts 11. 41, 42. But, 
with moſt chriſtians, theſe two ordinances 


are kept aſunder, by the ſpace of a great 


number of years. 


Infants, ſay the writers for Pædo-bap- 
tiſm, were received into covenant under 
the Old Teſtament, by Circumciſion ; 
therefore they muſt be received into the 
chriſtian covenant by Baptiſm : elſe the 
Jewiſh children had a privilege beyond 
thoſe of Chriſtians. 


And may not infallibility, that funda- 
mental doctrine of the Roman church, be 
proved in the. ſame manner? As thus: 
The people of God under the Old Teſ- 
tament enjoyed the benefit of infallibility. 
'The High Prieſt had the Urim and Thum- 
mim, by which the mind of God was 
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known. for certainty on great occaſions, 
Conſequently, there muſt be infallibility 
in the chriſtian church: otherwiſe the 
leſs perfect diſpenſation of Moſes will have 
a great privilege. beyond the chri/tian, 
And this infallibility is moſt evidently ot 
the greateſt ſervice, to maintain unity 
and peace, ſo neceſſary to the ſtability 
and improvement of the church, and to 
prevent ſtriſe and contention, the root 

of confuſion and every evil work. A 
privilege ſo obviouſty of the greateſt: uſe, 
and which the church had under the Old 
Teſtament, undoubtedly remains under 
the better and more * diſpenſation 
of Chriſt. 


Thus the 8 in an affair the na- 
ture of which admits of none but poſitive 
evidence, endeavours to make up the want 
of it by inference, and reaſoning from fit- 
neſs. Such an inſtitution there was under 
the Old Teſtament ; therefore it remains 
under the New. 885 


bb 


But, „that our Saviour deſigned the 
* biſhop of Rome to this office [ of infal- 
« libility] and yet would not {ay ſo, nor 
« cauſe it to be written, ſo much as once, 
* by any of the evangeliſts and apoſtles, 
« hut leave it to be drawn out of uncer- 
« tain principles, by thirteen or fourteen 
«© more uncertain conſequences ; he that 
« can believe it, let him believe it.” CHil- 
« ling. p. Or. | 


Whether, or how far this is applicable 
to the doctrine of infant baptiſm, which 
alſo our Saviour has not cauſed to be 
written by any of the evangeliſts and 


apoſtles, /o much at once, your. Lordſhip 


will judge. 


If poſitive. inſtitutions may be proved 
by mere inference, and the ſuppoſed fitneſs 
of things; may we not advance a ſtep or 
two farther? Thus, At the paſſover, men, 
women, and children partook, vide Exod. 
xii. 4. and Pat. Comment. Since then 
children partook of the paſſover, they have 


— . — 
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a right to the Lord's Supper“. The paſſ- 


over was an ordinance which particularly 
concerned children, commemorating ſalva- 
tion to all the firfi-born of Iſrael, when 
the firſt- born of the Egyptians were de- 
ſtroyed. But the ſalvation accompliſhed 
by Jeſus Chrift is of infinitely more im- 
portance than what the paſſover comme- 
morated. Chriſt is the true paſchal lamb, 
and expreſsly ſtiled our paſſover ſacrificed 
for us. Shall children then be partakers 
of the type, and have no part in the great 
antitype ? Were they allowed to partake 
of an inſtitution which celebrated a bodily 
and temporal deliverance : and will it not 


be hard and unreaſonable to exclude them 


from a ſervice which commemorates the 
eternal ſalvation of the ſoul by the Son of 
Gop? Had children a part in the memo- 
rial of that blood, which ſecured them 
from the deſtruction in Egypt and muſt 
they be outcaſts from the Lord's Supper, 


1 Two eminent when, Mr. Peirce, and Dr. 
Prieſtley, have, on this and other principles, argued for 
INFANT COMMUNION, Editor, 


a Ak * 


1 -— a fi. —— 


(W 1. 
2s if they bad no part nor lot in the Bh 
Ur? How abſurd were this! to al- 
low them the Hadoto, and debar them 


the ſub/anceT to admit hem t6 à leſs 


privilege, and ſhut tem out from an 
infinitely greater ! | 

Again: may we not reaſon out a right 
to poſitive inſtitution, this: God pro- 


miſed rabum, to be a God to him, unn 


# HIS SEED after him, Gen. xvii. 7. Of 
this promiſe hd 'covetiant; circiimiciſion 
wis the token, ver. ts; tt; But ſurely 
the Almighty did not confine his promiſe 
and covenant, to the male-ſzed of Abraham. 
The diſunction of tx only; cahnot make 
45 Fat 4 difference, that the ons of the 
patriarchs, were within = covenant, and 
the daughters out of it. Beſides; this co- 
venant with Abraham, Was the covenant of 
Grace; that very covenant which contains 
the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings of the 


goſpel. Far be it from any one to think, 


that the Zaughters of Arabum, were ex- 
cluded ſuch a covenant, Being then 
K 
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within the covenant, they have a right toan 
external ſign and token of the covenant. 


True, it is only ſaid in expreſs words, 
Every MAN-CHILD, among you, - ſhall be 
circumciſed. But certainly, Abraham and 
the Iſraelites, were not ſuch poor rea- 
ſoners, that they could not infer, by ana- 
logy, the right of the female. Abraham's 
daughters muſt not be caſt out of cove- 
nant: but to deny them an external ſign 
would be an excluſion of them, and leav- 
ingthem tothe uncovenanted mercies of God. 


I am aware, your Lordſhip will ſay; 


this is carrying analogy too far. Analogy 


will not ſuffice in ſupport of duties that 
reſt only © on Plain declaration. 


- But, my Lord, is not this the » very reu- 
x 1 for infant baptifm, in default of po- 
fitive command and evidence? and the rea- 


foning on which #he greateſt ftreſs is laid? 


© 6, By. analogy, ſaith Dr. Clarke, drawn 
« from this rite of circumciſion, it has 


1 


« for very many ages, been the general 
practice in the Chriſtian church, to re- 
* ceive infants by baptiſm into the obli- 
e gations of faith and obedience to the 
* goſpel; and to make profeſſion for 
« them, what they are to believe and 
« obey. [His next words are remark- 
« able. ] Whether this analogy be rightly 
 * drawn, or no; and be a ſufficient and 
« adequate foundation for what has been 
« built upon it, is @ controverſy.” &. 
Serm. xxxviii. Vol. I. Edit. Fol. And a 
controverſy, I think, it will always re- 
main, while the practice ſubſiſteth, and 
we are bleſſed with the liberty of the Bible, 
by which to examine and judge of it. 


I ſhall conclude with offering it to con- 
ſideration, how widely our preſent admi- 
nitration of baptiſm, differs from its firſt 
ſtate, It was according to the goſpel, 
immerſion, and continued ſo, univerſally, 
for many ages; but we have at laſt diſ- 
covered the inconvenience of that, and al- 
tered if for another rite. Its original de- 
bgn was, that the perſons baptized ſhould 

e 


G 


therein teſtify for themſelves, and as 
perſonal act, their acknow *. — pr 


bebe of WG ſus Chrig, b 1 the * Malſah, 
and Son of God; 4 Inkl their obligat 

and purpoſe © of obedience to. him. The 
baptiſm, at the very time of receiving, it, 
was a ſolemn. declaration of their heing 
kellever, and of the obligation, they kngw- 
ingly a: and. of choice, took upon themſelves, 
to walk worthy of * Lord ant all. Pleaſing. 
But now, inf ead of the pe perſon. baptiaed 
chuſing foe. himſelf, and promiſing, for 
himſelf, he is a mere paſſive creature; of 
an, age that, knows. nothing; incapable of 
1 80 but promiſes, by Pran, that he 


will be, if. he lives long enough, a, good 
Chriſtian. 


Such ia he, change, made. in ths "a 
ment: may I. be permitted to aſx, is it 
not a Change, entire. and tetal, both as 
to the rita itſelf, and the penſaus to whom 
it is r N an excluſion of the 
divine right of immenſion. and putting 
another. thing in its ſtead? A precluſion of 
the only per ſans. declared in ſcripture, vz · 


moral agents, perſons able to conſider 
and chuſe and act for themſelves, and 
confining it to an age, of which, with 
regard to this ſacrament, the New Te- 
ſtament declareth not one ſingle word: 
herein, I think, is verified the obſerva- 
tion of that truly great man Archbiſhop 
_ Tillotſon, mentioned at the beginning of 
theſe letters, viz. © In proceſs of time, the 
_ © beſt inſtitutions are apt to decline, and 
« by inſenſible degrees, to ſwerve and de- 
part from the perfection of their fir/f 
« fate, and therefore it is a good rule, 
« to preſerve things from corruption and 
« degeneracy, often to look back to the firſt 
« inſtitution, and by that, to correct thoſe 


« imperfeions and errors, which will 


0 almoſt unayoidably creep in with time.“ 


Jam, my Lord, 


% 


With great deference and eſteem, 


Your Lordſhip's 
meſt humble Servant. 
K 3 
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